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[January 23] 


Section 1, 


[3406] L 

Sir M, de Bunsen to Sir Edward Onyy.—{li^£ived January 23.) 

(No. 3. Africa.) Janmry l9i 10 ] 3 . 

' AS directed in the concluding portion of your despatch So, 22 of. ? 0 '. ‘ 

ultimo, I made a verbal comiminicatton to the Mmieto of ^to ^derday, m 
continuation of the representations concerning labour conditions at Fernando 
EloW made in mv note to lit* Excellency of tlio 14th mutant , 

I Wild ilia Majesty’s Government had knowledge of other cases, similar to lie 
specW one motioned'in my note of the native Sarpo,GnMvhjch name, of 
colonies had I.een conveyed to Fernando Po under faise pretences halMhctoes 
amounted almost to slavery, and that persona who had been trtaUd in this »«) 

Sll0U \Vitfi "iKn^S I urged strongly that every facility should 
Majesty’s vice-consul, who should already have arrived at Fjii 'io lo, so that^® 
hearing and then fully investigating and verifying any cases of abuse of * r ^pan.s 
law disclosed as a result of his enquiries, the victims of such treatment should heat 
cace taken under protect ion and CeTit home on the fixet oppru-tutiuy, j d t 

Sefim Navarra Reverter f$d my note was being translated. He promised to 
lv ii wit flout leas of time, and assured me the Spanish Uovcrn^t w^wnhtu 
izive l pond reception to the vice-coast il, ami to any representations he might h,m. 
occasion 8 to inah? lie volunteered the admission that abuse* mjybt gg 

a Spanish possession so remote from home control, though not with tin know ledge o 
approval of the Spanish authorities. . _ 

MAURICE DE BUNSEN. 


['2761 s—1] 
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WEST AFRICA, P&*® “ 2 J 


CONFIDENTIAL. Section 2. 


[13292] No. 1. 

.V, Crommclhi to Sir Edward Grey,—-{lleeeiMd March -) 

Sir, Liberian Legation, 13, Eaton Place, March 20, J913> 

I HAVE die honour to mfom you that as the legislature in Liberia did not in 
their last session pass an act restricting the exportation of labour to Fernando I o and 
San Thome, and prohibiting this to Principe, his Excellency President Howard has 
decided to issues proclamation 11 prohibiting any further shipment of labourers from 
Liberia to Principe, until the disease of sleeping siekneas ha* been completely 
eradicated from the island, or gotten under foil control. 

I'h the next session t>f the legislature ihis matter will l>o taken up again, 

I have, Ae + 

■L P. ( UOMMELIN. 


[2847 $- 2 ] 
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WEST AFRICA. 


[March 20J 


CG.VFIDEXJ IA L* 


Section 1. 


[ 14392 ] 


No. L 

AihuiraUij io Foreign Office, — (Retew&l March 39 ,) 


Sir, Admiralty, March 2S, 1913* 

I AM conmuiml+'cl by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward 
herewith, for the inf ormation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, co£>y of a 
letter dated the 12th instant from the commanding officer of Ilis Majestys ship 
[f Dwarf/’ reporting his proceedings for the hist year in the suppression of the slave 
traffic on the West Coast of Africa, 

1 am, Ac* 

W„ GRAHAM GREENE* 


Enclosure in No* 1* 

Commander Strong to Senior Naval Office r t Gibraltar * 

(Confident i ah) 

Sir, ILM,S„ “ DicarfF at Gibraltar, March 12 , 1913. 

IN accordance with the “ Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade* 
p. 2 S paragraph fi, I have t he honour to forward a report on my proceedings for the last 
year and the result of those proceedings in the suppression of the slave trade on the 
West Coast of Africa* 

1* On arrival at Monrovia on the 23rd July, 1912, I made enquiries concerning the 
exportation ivf native labour from Liberia to Fernando Fo. 

Being informed that the chief places these men were sent from were Since and Cape 
Palmas, I obtained letters of introduction to prominent merchants in these places, and 
proceeded to them to make further enquiries, arriving at Since on the 26th July and 
Cape Palmas on the 27th, 

The information which 1 obtained at these places left no doubt in my rnind that 
die methods employed by the firms engaged in this traffic are practically akin to slave- 
dealing. 

Hundreds of natives are being shipped regularly from Liberia to Fernando Fo by 
British and German steamers. The Liberian Government are making u revenue from 
the lieinbmoney, Ac. Tire natives are obtained often through bribes to the chiefs in the 
interior, and are generally under the impression that they are being taken to 
British colonies* 

Shippers of labour employ headmen, who receive high wages* and who go regularly 
backwards and forwards for parties of labourers. These men will always give glowing 
accounts of the life in Fernando Fo, the truth of which 1 know to be very much the 
rsver.se, 

labourers are supposed to be sent back at the end of one ye&Ps contract, i have 
been unable to prove whether this is done nr not, but from nay enquiries at Fernando Fo 
1 should think it very improbable. 

A full report on this matter was forwarded to the Admiralty on the 10th August, 
1912. 

2. A report was nho forwarded to the Admiralty on the same date on the movements 
of Major Mackey M&ckfiy, late British army, whose doiiigs have been viewed with 
suspicion by the Sierra Leone Government. 

This officer is himself a shipper of native labour, and I have since be^e-u informed 
that lie is now suspected of trying to entice natives of Sierra Leona over the border into 
Liberia and (shipping them from tii^ro to Fernando Po Ho is in collusion with several 
undesirable characters resident in Freetown, 

3. On arrival at Sekondi on the 30th July, 1912, f was informed that a native 
named Benjamin 3iad a month before been convicted of slave-dealing. He took fifteen 
Fsuitco “ boys’ 1 to Fernando Po* Five of these had escaped and found their way bock to 
bekondi ana wore able to give evidence against him; the remaining ten were still at 
Fernando Fo. 

[2847/—!] 
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As tfiiH was the first ease of slave-dealing of which I had seen documentary evidence, 
filers at Fernando pT * ^ °Ptf‘ rtl 1 nit J r of fin & n S out definitely the actual state of 

1 therefore entered one of the act tin I natives who had escaped on the books of this 
sh p .rnd proceeded to Accra On arrival them I visited the Acting Governor of the 
who agreed with me that if was time that the affair should he thoroughly 
mvest,gated, and gave mo a letter to the consul for Fernando Po T maiding at Ca]£W 
V N, ^-ria, asking bun to prooeod in His Majesty's ship " Dwarf ^ to Fernando 
ro and to endeavour to obtain the repatriation of the Gold Coast natives 
M m ?Z* V y “Warned permMon from the Admiralty, T embarked the acting consul 
M Harcourt, and arrivftJ at Santa Isabel* Fernando Po, on the 25th August. 

■ / J M ?? m P. finied % Rritwh consul on n visit to three cocoa plantations and 
assisted him .n enquiring into the conditions of British subjects and other natives 
employed on them, 

r , , n ? V* n U ? Ustl W ‘* , » tfae -wtctkm nf tho Acting Governor of Fernando Po, I 

proceeded to Carlos, at (In- south of the island, and viaited four plantations tl.ere, 

accompanied by the cum dor s representative, 

A lull report ol my investigate ms at Fernando IV together with mmurmus slate- 

T ?r fl empl :r a on ihc * e Potations, was forwarded to the Admiralty 
on the 9th September, 1912 (letter No, lo} + 1 

By this letter and enclosures if will he seen that the existing conditions leave much 
to be dwiL * lie natives are badly housed and clot lied, receive insufficient food, and 
2 1 ‘ l,ot always obtain the small amount of pay which they have earned ; they ore also 
flogged by the native overseers and their employers. 

. been brought to the island, in many cases against their will, they are forced 

to sign contracts for periods varying from two to five years on pain of imprisonment 
and when their contracts expire being unable to get away from the island, they are 
often precontracted for further periods against their will, 

I hole were at the time of my visit, beside natives of Li berk and French colonies 
over .t m labourer, British subjects, who had been brought against their will and were 
anxious to return to their own countries, 

<>n thi' i e separate ooeasions natives, who were British subjects, met ray boat and 
begged to Ire taken away Irons the island. J 

a .On arrival at Duals, German Cameroon,^ on the 5th September, I found seven 
i J? ; ot? ’ ,5® m cl *arge of* headman waiting passage to Fernando Po, They 

ateJiMA 0 ” Bteam, ‘ r " L, ’ cy woerm4M '" aad 

no. forwardMi to the M ^y with 

I turned them over to the consular agent, Mr. Holder, tolling hi in that they should 
r"’ 4 K! se I' 1 011 Jo remantlo lu without communicating with tin- Governor of Sierra 
u-one 1 mformed later that these “ bova" had beet, sent kick to Sierra Leone by 
tile Lucy Y ,oermann on her return voyage, but that the headman had jumped over- 
fwvuu tin l swuin Ashore while the ship was on the Ivory Coast. 

1M A^ Hie inland of EbW, Spanish Guinea, on the night of the 9 th September, 

. 1_, three natives came on board in a canw and naked for protection. Statements of 
these m-n, together with correspondence between my self nod the Governor of Elobey 
wem forwarded to the Admiralty on the 2tst September, 1912 (Enclosure No. 3 to my 
letter of proceedings No, 19), 1 

fl.e condition of two of tbtta men was practically a state of slavery, although 

wearing the umtorm of Spameh Bofdiers, ‘ * * 

*. thcm was a native of Sierra Leone, I reported his case to tii.s Excellency 

the Governor of that colony The statement nf the (me, who was a native of St, Paul de 
Lomidu, ^forwarded to the Governor-General of Angola, 

<, W hile in the waters between Liberia and Fernando Po l have constantly been 
en cMTO ttriag to intercept one of the British a ten me rs carrying native labourers ; this, 
mi fortunately, 1 have never been successful in doing. 

The stm mere m question (reloug to the Elder* Dempster and British mid African 
CompiiTues <m what is called the "South Coast Seme*” Tl.ere is only one of them 
a month, and in; they may be at arty time a week before or after their scheduled dates, 
it would be a matter of great difficulty to intercept them without pat rolling a line for 
jremaps u fortnight and so upsetting my programme of movements, 

■‘'U^-tredf'd however, in stopping and hoarding the steamship “Sobo iP 3 miles 
Irom b ernando 1 q on the 20th December, 1912, but as she had no Liberians on board. 
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and everything was apparently in order* she was allowed to proceed. The proceeding 
tviUj I imagine, have a good deterrent effect on other steamers. 

Dus episode was reported in my letter of proceedings No. 22, dated the 22nd 
December, 1912. 


S. On arrival at Accra on the 11th January* 1913, 1 found that the Gold Coast 
Government had arrested Mr* Spencer, the purser of the steam-ship “Batirnga" of 
T kj ■^® n P € ^ e G nnd Co,, on a charge of slave-dealing in consequence of evidence 
iiml obtained at San Carlos, Fernando Po* and had forwarded to the Governor of the 
colony. 

&tr. Spencer bad taken six “boys " From Accra, telling some he was taking them to 
liglfuid ;ind others that be would give them work on hoard the steamer, and had sold 
them to a man called John Barleycorn at Santa Isabel, Fernando Pa 

He was to lie tried at the next assizes and is liable to a term of seven years* penal 
servitude. The result of the trial is not yet to hand. 

,, ^ the result of my proceedings during two years on the West Coast of Africa 

tee following measures have been taken ;— 


(a.) The Foreign Office has made arrangements for the Spanish and Portuguese 
Governments to be invited to co-operate with Hie Majesty's Government in the suppression 
ol any illicit traffic in the labourers on the West Coast of Africa. 

f Bouthern Nigerian Government have instituted a patrol at tho mouths 

m the Calabar and Little Jdcwayafe Rivera and on the German boundary up the Cross 

Elver, 

(C‘) Now foreign service enlistment ordinances have been issued by the Governments 

sierra Leone * 

Gold Coast ; and 
Southern Nigeria, 

(ci) At Siena Leone two police officers are placet! on board all steamers bound for 
tee south while they are in Freetown liar hour, 

* Owing to the difficulty there is in dealing with German streamers, the Secretary 

jStete addressed a letter on the 15th October* 1912, to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
^terhn asking that German co-operation in this matter might be obtained. 

(/.) A resident British vice-consul has been sent to Fernando Po* 

I have, Ac. 

F, E. K, STRONG, 

Lieut>~nanl and Commander. 
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WEST A FI: li 'A. 


[April I.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


SUTTON 2. 


[14789. 


No. 1. 


Consul jyrttmwoTid-Uoy to Sir Edward Gr&y .— (Received April 1.) 

(No. \l Africa,) 

Sir,, I am uda, March 0, 1913. 

WITH reference to Sir Eyre Crowes despatch No. 7 of this series tlal.eci the- Sth 
ultimo, transmitting copy of n letler which has Been received from die Admiralty, the 
enclosure to which contain b a statement attributed to Mr. Montgomery, hits vice-consul 
su San Thmu6, to the effect that there are over 20,000 labourers in San rheme alronrly 
due for repatriation. 

On the 2nd instant I cabled to Mr, Vice-Consul Small bones the following;— 

" Montgomery has in formed Strong that over 20*0(.K) labourers were already cine 
for repatriation. Foreign 0 flier require any observations to statement, lie port by first 
mail to me/' 

1 now havo the honour to enclose, herewith, a despatch which I have received 
from Mr. Vice-Consul Smallbones in answer to my cable in which he states, that 
Mr, Montgomery denies having informed Lieutenant Strong that 20,000 " servipaes ’* 
’Were due for repatriation. 

I have, &e. 

K E, DHU MM OK D-HA Y. 


Enclosure in No. 1, 

Yicc-Cunstd SnutUbone* to Consul Drinmnond-II<iy> 

(No. 13.) 

Sir. San Thoml March 2, 1913. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of this day, in forming 
me that Mr. Montgomery had informed Commander Strong that over 20,000 labourers 
wi-n already due for repatriation find instructing me to give my observations on lids 
Element, 

Mr. Montgomery denies bar . ing informed Lieutenant Strong that 20,000 “servlflws” 

were due for repatriation. Nor is it likely that he should have made a statement which 
is m obviously in correct. As you are aware, “ servioaes" have been and are being 
legally reeouir acted and these caunoL be repatriated until they Imre served the time 
stipulated fur in their contracts. It \s impossible that 20,000 contracts should have 
been made at one time and it is (herdtofe impossible that 20,000 "services should 
terminate their contracts at l!jg same lime, Kor is it, strictly speaking, correct to say 
of any 11 servu/acii M that they are "due for repatriation/ a phrase which to my mind 
implies that re pat nation is compulsory. The "servisaes” are, at the term iiiation of their 
contracts, at liberty to return to their native country, but they are equally at liberty to 
teeontracL It is obviously impossible at any time to estimate how- many " services ” 
will avail themselves of the opportunity of vvpat nation. 

Mr. Montgomery remembers having asked Senior Ihirao, the manager of the 
plantation " Rio d’l hi to,” in the presence of Commander Strong for an catimale of the 
total number of "seri/igaes Jt in San Thome. Scnhor Dumo thought there were about 
20,1 itjO " weirlcaea” coming from Angola and several thousand from Portaging East. 
Africa. Commander Strong may also have gathered that repatriation to Angola had 
started and that those 20,000 had an opportunity of returning to their native country. 


[2S8I a -2] 



















It appears to me that putting these pieces of information together Commander Strong 
must have imagined that Mr, Montgomery made the statement above referred to. 

Mr, Montgomery wishes me to point out. that if ho had thought that 20,0(X 
41 services k ' were due to ho repatriated lie would have reported such import an 
information to you or direct to Hie Majesty’s Principal of State for Foreign Affaire, and 
not to the commander of a gunboat, 

I hare, 4fc. 

lltiBERT T. SMALIBdSNES. 
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WEST AFRICA. 


[May 16.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Section 2. 


[32395] No. 1. 

Vice-Consul SmaUhones to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 16.) 


Sir, S»» Thoml April 2S, 1913, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Foreign Gffico despatch, 
No, 8 Africa, of the 27th ultimo on the subject of the presence of British subjects 
among the ** services ” of Sau Thom4 and Principe. 

As referred to in my despatch of the ISth ultimo, I informed the acting-governor 
on the lldi ultimo that ** His Majesty's Government hud received information that, in 
the past many natives were seen pacing in caravans from the present Barotselund and 
Bhodesia westward to the coast whose destination was San Thom A From their speech 
and tribal marks it was ascertained with certainty that they were not natives of Angola 
or of any other Portuguese possession. 1 ’ 1 presumed that some of these people must 
have readied San Thom4 and that some may still he alive, and I requested that the 
diradoFs registers should lie searched for them or that I should lie given permission to 
do so. 

On the 25th ultimo, his Excellency sent me a copy of a despatch lie had received 
from the curador, in which that official states that the search iu his registers” had not 
revealed the coming to this province of any black workers, except from Angola or 
territories under our effective supremacy. That J, A, Ik Santiago who has been 
employed in tho c.uradoris office for more than 20 years hns never heard of natives 
coming from the Barotsdand ; and that he, the cured or, had been employed in San 
Thome as a judicial official from 1895-1901 and that during that time he hail never heard 
«f any nntive labourers, except those coming from Angola. “ ft h clear,” the despatch 
goes cm,that 1 am not referring to the labourers who for years have heca commg 
from the English colonies of Accra and Sierra LeoneT 

lu my reply to this letter, I stated that I was not aware that labourers have been 
coming for years from (he Gold Coast and Sierra Leone, and 1 asked for details as to 
thoir numbers, the plantations they were on, and the contracts they had come under* 

The Governor told me he at once gave orders to the chief of the administrative 
department (“ ad min is trad or de eonselho Tt ) to send n circular to all his subordinates, 
cafied “regedores/* to institute all over the island a search for British subjects. On 
die 16th instant. Ids Excellency sent me copy of a despatch from the " admmistrador 
de coneelho ” in which he reports that the enquiry was difficult as British subjects liad 
aot been registering themselves and because the majority of foreigners in the inland 
were former “services 11 who, through long residence in Sail I home and intermarriage, 
had become indistinguishable from the native population, but that tho scai’ch was 
being prosecuted. 

On receipt of the despatch, under reply, T requested bis Excellency to send a 
further circular to all planters asking them to report to him whether they had tiny 
British subjects in their employ and requesting them to allow those ” services " who 
^un show that they are British subjects to be registered either at. this Vice-Consulate or 
by me on their plantations. 

The present enquiry cannot lie expected to soke the question whether there are m 
San Thouiv any +f semcacs " who came from Rhodesia. This could only be done by a 
special enquiry, and verv considerable knowledge of the interior ot Angola would ho 
required, t have now scon over 1,000 " services ” presented to the curador who had 
terminated their contracts* Very many of them were questioned sis to their native 
places. In most cases it was only possible lo ascertain at what ]>ori they hail been 
embarked for Sun Thome. The places they mentioned in the interior of Angola were 
Usually unknown to the curodor, to his interpreter, to Air, friituiago the native 'Jerk of 
-0 years standing, and to my self* Others only know the names of the nuiiw chiefs 
^bey have been under. 

The acting-governor lias done everything possible, short of special enr.jii hi the 
plantations, to help me m (his matter, and 1 know that ho gave io his aubnr > es tho 
strictest orders to assist me. 

[WO q— 2 ] 
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My private enquires have also had no result, hut they are of little value as 1 have 
been refused permission by the planters I Have asked to go among their services ” 
and question them myself, The only information 1 was able to gat tier as to services,'’ 
who may have come From beyond the boarder*; of Angola, was that a certain Antonio dos 
Reis Bros had sent expeditions between 1903—J 90s to the Belgian Congo > to buy or 
capture natives. It appears that this man was expelled from Angola in JOGS for slave 
dealing. This information was given mo by a Senhor Xisto who was the above man’s 
book-keeper in Eihe, 

I have, Ac, 

ROBERT T t SM ALLBONES. 


■ 
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WEST AFRICA. 


CON FI IJENTIAX, 


[July 1G.] 


Sperms L 


[32662] No 1 

l7cg-C<m*uZ SmuUbojies to Sir Edward Grey .— (Tv net red July 16,) 

Sir, Fernando Pq, June 17, 1913. 

I HAVE the honour to report on a correspondent# which \um taken place l*ofcwe&li 
du j Governor- General of this colony and myself' in connection with my investigations 
uitn the conditions of hiLuir in Fernando Po. 

On Monday, the 2nd instant. I took for the first time natives to see the GurmW 
witli various complaints. Ho dismissed as lies all complaints made that tiny had been 
brought here under false pretences, or that tiny had made contracts against their will 
without any investigation whatever, and also would not listen to complaints of ill- treat- 
meat unless fresh marks could he shown, f culled 4m the Governor-General the same 
evening to dmw his attention to this. 

On my return to my house my native servant, who has been with me over & year, 
informed, me that ft man, whom he thought he recognised as one of 1 1 m- la I Hirers who 
had called on mo in the morning, had been arras ted inside the verandah of my house 
immediate]v outside the door to my office* This verandah is reached by scventewi 
Steps from the level of the garden, and the distance from the bottom of the staircase to 
the struct is about 23 yards. My bnv also told me that the arrest til man was loudly 
filing ■ n me to help him, While 1 was having dinner an direst was effected in the 
i ms nodi ale vicinity of my house, i mu out, and as the man asked me to help him 
1 accompiuietl him to the police station. It appeared that the arrest hud been made 
for theft, and [ left the man there. ! enquired at the same lime why the other arrest 
had Wen ellhcted in my house. The [hj] ice officer knew nothing ftljont it, and said that 
d muHi therefore have, keen made by one of the curndorL policemen, 

I wrote to the Governor- Goneml on this subject the next miming. (Enclosure 1 
hi tins despatch,) 

His Ex cede my + a answer of the 3rd instant forma Enclosure "2 in this despatch. 
Fur easy reference I have numbered the paragraphs in that hotter. 

As regard m the questions of fact m connection with the arrest, I have little 

I Confidence in M Guy att’s evidence, who if? a subordinate Em-op-au official of doubtful 
deputation. As regards my protesting fed his Excellent against arrests in my house, I 
humbly think that my letter and its terms were reasonable under tie eirouinstances. 
Hiis dcqx&es of the first ten paragraphs of his Excellency's letter, In pnragraplia 1 \ . 
12, 21, ami 22 his Excellency speaks of false rumours which are being spread among the 
Uljourers, 1 have been careful not to raise any false expectations among the natives,fts 
I Um well aware that the difficulties in the way of an impartial enquiry into liow they 
tv ere brought to this colony would ho greatly increased if 1 i uf ' ruled them that there 
I was a chance of their being repatriated at once if they came here under false pretences, 
,1k regards the disorder and hmibordiimtinn coin plained of, l Am not aware — Although 1 
i Wvb made enquiries —that mure than about eighty labourers left work in call on m«\ uv 

I that they did anything except walk with me in an orderly manner to the cum dors 
offieo. As some of the plantations In Fernando Po employ only five or ten labourers, 
Sftnh expressions its u work was aUmdoned m the plantations '' give no indication as to 
the mm iUt of men who left work. 

As regardsM r. Consul lluroourfs visit to 11 La Vlgetana,” month <ned in juiragrnph 13 
of his Exctdleiic v s teller, T may mention tint, hi conversation, u \L Ka.^ — at present 
Agent of the German firm, E. H. Moritz, who have been supply Lag ( eld' fly Liberia n) 
labour to plantations — told me that, though " business was business/ no felt it was not 
right to supply l.jh-iurcrs to a man who treated them as brutally as the manager of that 
estate, M. Machado,, the Portuguese consul lor Fernando Po, This information was 
given me privately and iti confidence. The chief agent of the firm, K. H. Moritz, L also 
German consul for Fernando Po, and is nr pm-rut ■ .rt hum’ in Europe. His Excellency 
I ins told me that he has informed his Government that thut gentleman would L- able tv 
lnjnr witness to tin? good treatment of labourers in t Hi& islaurL 

I have fully dealt with the complaints 1 had submitted to the ours dor in a letter 

[IS02 1] B 
























o 


ndlr^GGej to that fficial on the 10th Instant (Enclosure 3 in this despatch), copy i* 
vhieh I have went to tfse Governor-Genera], 

1 venture to think that his Excellency treafcefl me unfairly in picking out a few 
com plaints 1 hurl pivaentei to tine curador; that there was no occasion whatever to 
request me not to exceed the powers conferred on consular officers by international law: 
and that the orders given to prevent people from calling on me, and to punish those 
who 1 nd incit 'd Others to complain to me. wen? not warranted by the circnmstances, 

I replied to hix Excellency’s letter of tilts 3rd on the 5th instant, (Enclosure -1 i 
this despatch*) 
letter. 


in 


Fur easy reference I have since numbered the paragraphs of that 


The request made hy me in paragraph 14 of that letter was bused on the following 
coiishlehitun’v: In February last, in the course of an interview with Ilia Excellency, 1 
flsketl what the legal system in force in the colony was, I had in mind to find out what 
legal remedy a labourer would have against his master should the occasion arise, Hj$ 
Excellency expkuuBd that no white person, ami no negro who had been baptize I. can bjj 
i‘led in Fernando Po, and that the judge in the Canaries alone could do ho after being 
instruct'-:! by the judge in Fermuulo Po. Elis Excellency sdd that in most cases, when 
the judge in tin' (-auanca called for witnesses fipuni Fernando 3 Pq, he (the Governor- 
General) toM the local judge to report that they could ttoi he found, as lie did not wish 
n large number of people to leave their business in the island. I was naturally anxious* 
to know how justice wns dispensed under these ih'nuinstances. IIis Excellency told me 
that, in case of theft, when the guilty person had been found by the police, lie sent the 
man to g ini and ordered him to flogged, the length of time and the number of bus feat 
being.. apparently, deter ruined by bis Excellency’a sense of justice, For instance, his 
Excellency said : '* I order a man to l>e imprisoned for three months and to lie given ten 
or fifteen hishes the day he enters prison, the same number after ho has Ijei-a a month 
there, and again on the day be leaves prison ; and then I tell him that if he steals again 
he will receive double the amount," 

In the conversation l particularly referred to in my letter of the 5th instant, his 
Excellency informed me in detail of two cases. One of a man who was under strong 
suspicion of having stolen, and was systematically Hugged until be confessed, and the 
other of a man who bad conJura'd having stolen, but would not any where he bad hidden 
the stolen gotxla This man his Excellency seat for and told him that lie would lie 
given five lashes that night, ten the next morning, fifteen the next evening* and ko on. 
until he either confessed where the stolen goods were hidden or died, IIis Excellency 
seemed proud to ho able to tell me that the mini confessed within twenty-four hours, 

I vent ured to protest that such a procedure closely resembled the Inquisition. 

His Excellency further remarked that if any case was banded over to the judge 

nothing was ever faun 1 out, but that by employing his system no theft was committed 

without the thief beinir found. 

^ * 

I mentioned then to his Excellency that l was investigating the case of a British 
subject who said he had teen given 300 lashes m prison in order to make him confess 
that he had stolen 1 p-.-s -ta, Hin Excellency called the chief <»f the police, who was 
waiting i’< bn received by him, and asked him whether that was true. It was, of 
course* denied, 

I had uls'i nvcivid information that three natives had l>een accused of stealing, 
and we--' flogged until one of them confessed : the other two Were then allowed to return 
tu work. I am still investigating both these cases. 

All ihe natives I haw seen, far from liking the idea of going to prison, seem 
terribly frightened of being sent there. And all those I have spoken to who have been 
there complain of the Hogging they receive, 1 know from personal observation that, 
t*h ••• uiing lIjv streets is ii«<t alwnya easy vn n k, Tltc gangs I have seeu weru acco 1 1 1 panfed 
hy [policemen, whii u-j j d their sticks freely us soon as priaouers stepped work. 

At night the police go about with powerful whips, which they are not slow in 
using* Any nmn arrested fbr whatever offence may he shiv of being severely beaten 
oitlu r mi the way to j a-ison ur when he gets there, 

b-jil-.H tliH, tlie curat lor also aiders flogging* On the 14th February last, after 
hmi dying the native Libonr regulations in force in tills colony, 1 called on the eurudur 
with a written list of qm Mioiih. One of them was to the effect whether the eumdur 
wuhl order corporal punishment. Jin? answer was in the affirmative, but the cure dor 
wds unable to tell mo according tu what law or regulations, lie thought that Hogging 
was the only effective punishment, 

1 have asked all the natives why have complained to me of ill-treatment whether 
they bad complained tu the cumdor; some said they had not, but the greater number 


apparently had done bo, and some of these said that tLev rt a - disnd^^d w .t! 

rtwdy, Iml others that their master had been seat tor, who domed 

and tii»t on the strength of that denial they were sent to prison and togged 

f humbly think that l had reason to apprehend that Irtish 
imprisoned and flowed for having laid their co.nphn.ts Wore me, and that >>>«*«*; 
t‘> 111- allowed to visit the prison was a proper one under the circumstances. Pf 
nl least I may have succeeded in making the authorities reconsider the treatment 

their^TLsonera ^ tjerewitK „ translation of his Exrellency’s ^ 

■th instant, in reply to my letter rf the 5 th. His Excellency has adopted t e F.Hcj t 
denying most of tke tilings hy told mu in coiivtasauim. As i ■ y ^ * 

Attold me that in ms letters to me henevermea.it to 
ray powers as consular officer, I reluctantly conclude that los Excetonc) ■' » 

value to the mean big of words. , . , , * nT *i ■ 

My answer to Jus Excelletlcy's letter of the 7 th instant, dated the lull ,,lstaIlt - 

ftwins Enclosure G in this despatch, , . 

l hare ventured to address tins despatch direct to you to *»& flv . ,h . A 

Il »e, at the earliest passible date* should my actum ht\* t-’ met a wi 1 . 1 . ‘If . 

Also ltKifin-ii'. in nit humble opinion. " i s urgent that a j ,3 'A"' 1 i 11 ' U . M . ■’ i •• 
aflopb.nl in thin colony winch wifi allow of whites and Ghmtmu natives htiog tueil 

die first instance lu local courts. 

1 ROBERT T. SMALLBORE*. 


Enclosure 1 iu M‘>. 1. 

V icfeCon.itl SmAlbone* l - Qmzrnw-Qerurai of the Spanish Pre«s*iou* i« the 

{Julf of Guinea. 

y „ Fer/iandb 4Wic 3, 1313. 

' W l HAVeAL honour to inlonn your E»Nr that Ust night .U«t « ^ 
while I was bavin* the honour of being received by your Eswllvncy, a k«U.u»« • • 

■mm.. ... *, me re arrested inside my house by the pobw.nMer the 

I am not aware who th.to was, though my servant .ntormed me that ^ « 

of the men who had boto to »a« me in the morning, nor do 1 know why orhywl. . 

out tl. vour Excellency that, atmrl from the discourtesy shown 
Uie |, v imvstiii" a preaumahlv British subject in my house, such procedure must; ol 
c-o iiitv on*vtntt other men who may wish to consult me from doing so, and is therein, e 
in toLtbn to the assurances your ExreUency was good enough to give rne on 

Viirioue occasions to .dve me every duality U> investigate ito very grave charges uln h 
have been made agatnst the maimer in which Hntish subjects were brought to this 

rtilo.iv and imainst the treatment they iveeive there. 

I have'’the honour to em,mv.r whether your Excellency can see your wav to 
iojtarmi'.g me why the man referred to was arrested yesterday, who he was, and aim 
°rflvivd I jib nr rest, 

I have, Ac- 

340BERT T. SMALLBOXES. 


Enclosure 2 in No. L 

(JoVL^ior-Cencral of the Spanish Possession* in the Gulf of Guinea to 

V j cc - Cone ai S m a UbwtaiB* 

gWslatiou.) Sunta Uald ' Jmle 3 10 , 3; 

' 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your fetter of to-day. m " Inch 
you inform me that last evening n labourer was mreste-l inside your house by the 
WnudorVoolice a labourer whom you do not know, hut of whom your servant b«S 
informed you that lie was one of those who had Iwen in the morning to see you, and 
that von do not know why nor by whom his arrest, was ordered* 
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<1 

% You arid that apart from the discourtesy which is shown to you by the arrest 
w presumably British subject in your houses such procedure mil prevent in line futuj 
j'Ci.'jjle who wish to consult } r ou from doing so, which, you fe&y, is in contradiction to tb< 
jissumiicer- I have given you several times that 1 will facilitate your investigation of th 
very grave charges which have beeii made concerning the manner in which Brit hi 
.subjects ha\ h come to thin colony and concerning the treatment they receive there, asj 
you end hy asking if I can inform you why that individual was amt ted, who ho w'rti 
mid who ordered his arrest. 

3. I deeply regret that before writing that letter you should not have endeavour^ 
tu gather some information fur yourself, and that }ou write that the fact mgnilie 
discourtesy to you, hosed entirely on what your black servant may have told you 
Ijecarase, if you had made enquiries, you would have known that what your servant toN 
vou was completely inexact ; the man in question was not a labourer, nor one of tfo 
mor who had been to see you in the morning, for hr bad haem that morning in tb 
cajibnnof the harimur's Imni, which took me tin the mail -steamer “ Vilia verde/' II: 
said negro is a Wt boy of that di [Mirtmentt and he is not a British subject. I kuo* 
thnt you asked in the evening the officer in charge of the police the same as you ad 
me. who was not able to give you any iuformation, and as you knew, according to you 
letter, lliut the arrest was effected by a policeman under the oidera of the curedor t i 
would have been more natural to ask him before writing the letter 1 am answering, 

L I give you with pleasure the facts which interest you, notwithstanding that lb* 
case is not that of a British subject. They are as follows : Tlie boat Ijoy in question 
called Yukri, was given by the quartm master of the port-captains office the easy orde 
re man the lipat and to curry down to the suer to be embarked on the tl Infanta Isabel 
si -i i io light loads, namely, two bunches of h&nurnH, one of which Ye kb was to curry an Irf 
wav to man 1 he boat* 

[k This sailor, who has always been submissive end always had obeyed orders 
nr Lowered the ■ juartemiasLcr that he had no mind to cany out that order ; the quarter 
nluster answi red that it had been given by the port-captain ; he replied tlmt he wouk 
"h.y neither bim nor the port-captain; his attitude was then openly aggressive* U 
tried to get up the sytahtMtae leading into the house, and was stopped, by she quarter 
master and mi oilier sailor because the port-captain was having Ids hath ; the latter, oJ 
hearing the noise, cunie out and saw how Yeko was dragged from the staircase, ant 
shut, freeing himself from the hands of the sailors, he went to the kitchen, picked up s 
knife, and came out saving that ho would kill the first negro who came near him • 
M Guyatt, who was m the port-cup tain’s office waiting for that official to finish hi* 
hath, wju? ask or I by him, who wans only covered with a cloth f to go down into the yon I 
and to try and pacify Yukrt; M. Guyatt approached him mid told him to give up hk 
attitude, hut he answered that he was going to kill a sailor; M* Guyatt therefore 
m i king use of a moment when he was paying no attention, took from him the knife j 
finding himself disarmed, he took a bottle, broke it, and, breaking it, out himself witil 
i.nc of the fragments, and, keeping the neck of the bottle, said that that was sufficient 
to kill. 

6. Seeing bis attitude the captain of the port again asked M. Guyatt to take hiitf 
to the cured ' tr F s prison to be kept there under arrest; and to avoid thuw the scandal 
which was being produced. Yukb told M. Guyatt that he hail neither with him nor 
with the captain of the p id any quarrel, but only with the sailors, whom, In said, 
he wanted to kill M Guyatt advised him to follow him with the intention to call the 
first policeman be met to take Yek<S under arrest to prison, telling him not to he silly, 
and that he would lx* punished if ho did not give up his attitude. He answered that 
lie would follow him, but that hv had not to obey anyone in this colony, because an 
English nomad had come to take all the men mu y, and tlrut for that reason an English 
ship ft a'# in the harbour on which he would umbark forthwith; he entered his room# 
volkutcd his belongings, and wanted to Lavu with them; one of bis countrymen tool 
the ill away from him, and told him to follow M. Guyatt; this he did, shouting that 
the Spaniards were no got*!; that Ibr that reason an English consul was here, and 
manv more things which merited stru t punishment,hut which he was not given U-causv 
wo inhuman Spaniards have exoc&uvv pal.Hmc'- in dealing with negroes. 

?. M Guyatt, hi view of the scandal Yoke was making, did not wish to pjiss 
through the street 11 De la Marina,” to avoid that he should do so in front of the 
Government palace, and that 1 should hear what ho was saying; he therefore passed 
the ” PltufiA do Esprit fi/’ and wont through the street “del Saeramento” towards the] 
lfriion, and inerting then a policeman of the curedorVt office he called him to lake 
Yekd to the prismi, loll owing him to prevent his turning against the policeman, and 


1 


someufH afterwards they arrived opposite Urn 


thus making his position worse; some momenta atterwanw iisoy arrivcu - 

plot of Lm S where the house you live in and the stores of the Am res Ui\ ^- L - "I, 1 V 
fUnd, and the moment they were going to pass the entrance u. the p ot ylui , 
jimp and entered inside; the pol&m.n immediacy "* \ eko and Wrt 1, j 

befwB he got 2 metre* inside the plot; M. Onynu «l*o entered and }*» * •» j 
againsthim and |'iil!e<l him to the ground; they eventually succeeded m rentor in 

bisii * while 1 h© ^ 4-j-fc MiD/m lii* *\4J uff shDutmiF niidL 

that the English 
Spaniards are no good 
8. In View 

prosecuted for tbre_._ 

agfdnst the Spaniards, widen caunot tie adowed. , , , * ...i.i 

S. On the staircase of the house you occupy several natives were seated who h, 
have told you that it was M. Guyatt. whom everybody knows in this town, win bad 

V ... ... .■ £» ! 1 . s j. .. 1 ..J,t ib.Mrln I'l.liu litltlQP il l \IJll. liaoiy 


reason. 


and that we 


vhile he was being taken to prison he never stopped shoutin'. 

Le English consul would take him out as he was here for that n 

of the offences committed by Yek6 I have ordered that he shall be 
hreats and insubordination, am! b sides lor the offensive things lie snu 


n* 


arrested the labourer at the entrance of the pi d, and not imide year uoiise, ns }«u, 

tnformol hy vonr servant, say. ... , , , 

10 This morning \'M ha* been ipieatkm*l hy thn cnnulnr. an.) he K1 , TS '."■■■ 
teniembsts no more than that he threatened » ssilor ami that he was drunk, '««';' •••• 
when ho took me to the “ Villavonle," and while I was piking t , ti«- 

gave him lunch, anti he drank more than necessary ; that ie "ewr 1 ■ , . 

torn plaint ; that he Was amto Content witl, thecaman. : *0, «■?{?» 

forgiven w hich 1 reufet 1 cannot do, imoause o( the greati esa ■ ■) the sc.)«d.o. 

IMM that the P recee.lii, ; ;s slimthl lm j-restenfad; 

11 J it i B DtobaWe that under other one mstaneeahe would not hart s nilu 

than arrest td ten ..v lifteen day* in prison, and that alterwartla he would have ••• » 
Ihmiss ■! t he service of 11 ,e captain of the pert a o&oe. ami P W at £ 

toredorto bo ^contracted if he w, s hed or tl he did not, to he repu a _■ 1 ■» ■ ^ 

the regulations. But circumstances have changed conaxierahly, atid turn ' ■ • 

Station l have received after yuur visit last teeu aMe to osrertatn that 

thi-re arcs in the place two or three ageufs who go 


Imut incititijr 



tiliandoned in 
returned, and 
<*f the police; 


the plantations, am! that there are some to which the workers have nut 
rttdtn to whirl) the cured.*- had to take the workers hack with the help 


J.E1GE I HID L.UA^ltAl-1 V-. -. . - 

to .ill this lias contributed the notice which has gone round Hint the 

‘ ‘ ... 1 v 1 L *■— J...... l j(jyg i 


st igaty 
manner in which 


i of a^^nud where formerly a tight arrest was »p«td I ■» today 

*»*♦ nothing has been coutiary to the 

assijraneos I have given you that you shall enjoy every kind ol laeil.ty to mve 
t} lP V1 ,.. V frrnvu clmr^es which you say have Ikeeii made against tlu tiu 
toPJEt1been hro^ht t.i tills colony,and agauettthe Wmentthty receive 
fher SS StWUy against these very grave charges which have 
nweh1 ™u *rwelV M against the assertion that the labourers are badly treated ; 
..J ! t J certain that if'thev had been incited by no one, to apeak in that sense, 
U would Imppeu that, with rare exceptions, those labmnvra would have no complat.it 

whatever interefll you may tJ» in the good treatment of the labourers 

of this island, it cannot reach the interest 1 take > 

in Ik.* (lii’Pi’iimi tf amidirimte mure and more their condition, and i-liua l ”«- v e \x#u Uifie 
to c Z klisfactio., in February lfllSl of hearing Mr. Horare Bclwell, on h.s 

vi.ji ti. ibis island, say that the hew* which was being spread was not tree, and that 
the labourer was W eenerallv well treate.1, and it is not conceivable why, tour 
months afterwards. Mr. Ihircurt should not agree,'for exan.ple^va I. 

0 v .l,. nluntatiott lA Yijretaua, said us the prcoenftt of the omoiaJ m efiar^,, or t ie 
( i I ir f | curador^uud of M. Guyatt, as to bt.-ing well treated, add hv He? 

ftlmidd take the labourers apart, saying that they would tell him alone better what 
i ■ . ii.. m |i ... . v u-nulil iit front of those gentlemen., and although 

tlillse^me^iourers had pr-.v.-d to him that the sailor (boat hoy), whran he broiljbr 
as mi informer of that ill-troatnient, lm<l never belonged to that plantation, ho pan "" 
Stci'itioo to'tliis ill acting as ho did. au.l for the came reason that he m.s.rusted 'M 

[1802 3 — 1 ] 


















u j«***.nce «♦ the gentlemen al»ve mentioned might o»UBe the labourers to say that 
».-is well treated, those gentlemen dial bad to mistrust that oo \Mm <J-““ 
f ,ou T w «» , arh '™' J 111 * sense, nil the more so „ they said nftenva 

- e f " 1 token away tram this island; and not only ham-urd wind 

h ,M. ha a fc an rue wr.]U<! \Im M_l t i i r 1 „ 


afterwards t h«.B 

y v - omy jftppetied what 1 liuvi 

, 1 . 1 , l.nt II, Ins walks Mr. Uucourt stopped whom he met and nsked them whether 
W*re well treated appearing crossed when the answers were ill ihc niHrmative, 
lilies,Ions asketl though sonmtimes tlKSB interrogated vv-iv not British eubjeots, J 
fiiippeiiK now that led V labourer* w ho are British subjects, others w ho are not. eo to 
your vice-consulate, and who am told that you are hero that- they should not woik lor 


the Spaniard Li. 



was said that you would embark them on the English steamer so that they might not 
Wor k for the Spaniards ; and that spectacle w humiliating for tins mlmmistruti' >ei which 
batches that the labourer Is well treated, well paid, and well fed, and all this baa had 
^Consequence the insubordination in the plantations. 

32, The labourers have abandoned work and have come to the town t many not 
wiving returned to their lodging* and others having compelled the police to catch 
diean and bring them hack to the plantations. 

4 23, This state of affairs has obliged me to take measures to prevent that the 
r5 ^chief which has been started should assume larger proportions and to prevent that 
J^iir investigation far from being beneticieut, as l bolieve it to he, should begin giving 
those bad results 1 cWiuhcl 1 , iiLsuliordination in (he plantation# having been fomented 
hi the pitch I have described : for this reason ! have given unk-rs to try and find out 
J^ho iu:e the agents who apply themselves to produce th is sedition among tho labourers, 
^ Qrder, should they be found, to apply to them the full rigour of the law ; and 1 have 
fuse given orders to the curador that the labourers who in consequence of all this have 
abaiuiyued the plantations should be taken to prison end arrested T and you may he sure 
that if it was not for the state of nlkiiis which has tieen created precisely owing to the 
hicilitks which I have given you in the convict ion that you would find nothing t<. find 
JutJt with, the sailor Vok6, who has always been an excellent boy and who comes from 
Bfchomey. would nut 1 1 uve indulged in the excess lie indulged in last night, nor that he 
^&uld have said the words he did say, 

2 b I aho have to regret that you accept us an article of faith what the negroes say 
i r. A nn iu rau ,.ftL v i ■ ^ ^ that you should not end e&vour to inform yourself as to their nationality, believing 

le liauidation af fk* presented by you to the ctinulor, concerning! that on account of the excitement winch lias been produced and on account of the 

jai who f you say, is contracted with M. Vijso’io, merits j ft dvicy which 1 am assured is being given to them, they will say things opposed to the 

truth, us tU e one who told you that he hail received 300 lashes hi rhe police station, and 
>'ou will understand that if it was so the individual would have died, (Tuis phraao U 


fltiimtek , j-i l 7“ - v J though the atse is one of 

N' lmsh iiibject on the onejiimd an,I of a Ubvrinn one on the other, I will tell vou 

t v.t none ol 11 tern has lalHM (heir contract, for which reason Ihev could „„t be mi,I 

", ”, " n ' . ,.‘ lm “W*" 1 t iat 11 . vou ,i!ui for their nationalitv von would Ini'® 

T II,,H r"!.kmc any complaint whatever, ami still less fco-.ww, as von „,reht- 

to know from the regulations published in the “OlUeiul Gazette,” that the workmen who 
are S[«..wli subjects are paid on arrival at the capital of the district they Won- to 
avoid their gamiilnij, away nr spending here the money they receive: and it is certain 
tbat as these have done, other labourers will present themselves to you, on account of 

tlia nows which has boon circulated amonir them, 3 


tl 

m %t:x:r-^rr jh ■“ 'i****- *» ***» *««*.>»not contused with 

r kVl w ’ I Ut V ' J 1 } "' n Jimfenea; and secondly, he .excuse he can hanUr be 

It ill wroiL the Sth S *’P t « raber ' t»10, and ther^* involved and oUetm that 1 am unable to translate it- 

IU. Another one of the complaints is that referring to the negro Davis, who told 
IZ ll '“ Im : hjul htnshed Ins contract with Don Samuel Kinson, and it appears that 
,'ht negro IS the brother of the labourer Musa contracted with Kineon, livhng, not in 
o' •'* M. Samuel, but in that on the way to Basils, Monoinfi to Doris 

N.™ hmsoo. itnd it happened with this individual that when he was taken to the 
nnarlors olnce to make a contract, tha curador did not wish to contract him U-canse 
l‘ ,e h L d iT t ™ e thigh, and,an Musa is an excellent labourer who 
7 , !i‘. h I i “ br ' >tl , ,ei S , houl1 >* h'l'-en food, they agreed to this; and it is thus that lie 


j iliviB, ["-l|.ino only when the crop i* gathered in cleaning the « ,,i, to eum^neate lor 
r'heh’in sulXcte W ‘ : to < “‘ V J ,, '* vo Monrovia, and ] believe that both are 

17. Another complaint presented hr you to-dav is that with reference to t he lahrurer 
Back,e contracted not with GW U with Si. Geremias Grenje, which lawS 
„ hints ( hat tlieie are etdl sut months wanting to finish his contract, that he is content 

ly to complain that hr is sick; accord big to what ho 

le 

and 


vadi his master, and that, he Itos ool 

and 



has no wound whatever; what ha shows is a v«rv dd soar it 
V ,j ^-V H 1 ILt ? r3lJlt happ™ to him is that when working the rbcium conics 
Jt * '-as been sent to hospital, and for the doctor* to report ns to 


liftivk ; thiK individual 
ajijifjtra, uud Ei 
out { to tmi 
ila i scar, 

l!‘. Another one of the complaints yon anaoimce to the curador k that with 
M ' ir,Hlr, ‘ t<J XUf ' who when ashed said that lie had no oomph dot against his 

j ,s il ™ ^ working and tliat ho wnnta to leave for that reason 
hm orie ™d three months to do to finish his coo tract of thi 


inuKE.tr but (hat 
w hf!van he stiJB 
years. 


ire® 


'jy. \, Mri .lay you told me that if you bad had to make a report vou would have 
d.,n,- *. .11 an ttnlavoitralJe MOM M view of the complaint! which were made to you, anti 
altvr Liivrstigtt.mg tin? above my mind is quite: ®asy, 

v N | ,at I fc b’Gim tlie EnEbnnation l hav® received that yestorday 

■ " . U ' J,, ^ ]| hx,m bouse to the curador’s office followed by a mtout* 

,J * ixiy ll,, ' tl * wEi,cli mAti y °lbors joined, some out of curiosity others bacaSo it 


__ _ _ _ , I have endeavoured to give 

the st>use only,) 

25. Among the tilings you bilked to mo about last night J appeared to Uiidvistaiad 
you had great comidiiiots to make against the treatment given by the British 
object, Iv A, Davis, ana the firm Fferes ana Mora, nod 1 can assure you that Mr, 1 kiws, 
' l British eubjoh-t, one of the most serious and most honoured inlmliitknts of thi* colony. 

I&st all mur.it force with bis labourers, precisely beeiiuse of ins kindness, his loss >»f 
llJI| ra] free reaching the point that they threatened Idm with a cutlass if he obliged 
to work; and as regards (he firm of Perez ami Mom. it would be the first lime 
•hat a hibomw ^implaiiicd of the treatment and pay, because it is one of the most 
s, rion& and reliable 1 muses in the island \ i know that among those who presented 
Ihemselves to vou yesterday, there were men from that house who because they 
[iJ > iqiek and do not wish to go to hospital are tbuly visited by the doctor, M. Bareli, 
lir ‘d treated by a practitioner (“ practicante M ) and surrounded with every attention fnr 
w bi«?h they show tu> gratitu le, and for which, surely, they would show gratitude if this 
excitement isad nut luen produced with alt these* things. 

2(j. You also informed me that you wenl to cor, iplain to the colonial curador th?jf. 
^1- Edgt-rley had beaten a lal>oui*er, making him bleed, and that the curador told you 
^hat because it. was the firwt time, I e w-'uld do nothing to him but would warn him ; 1 
have asked the curador who saiys that if was not exactly that what he said, but 
dint Jt was iioct-s^iry to make informations and to warn for the first time, as there wm 
ll " ip test ion of more than a curt, but that he would find nut what there was in the 
Matter as well as in respect of the rations given, and with reference to the warning, he 
J^id the idxivo, U-e.use although the law lays down that wiio ill-treats a 1 ibourer shall 
^ puiiisl.Hil, as it is said iti the regulations, he did not consider that the matter merit® ! 
hUrdshmi nt,as long as the facta were not established and only merited n warning becuine 
Lt was obvious that the question was only one of a cuff in con-r'juwjce of which the man 
lfc ftd bii d, according to what you said, as lie showed no wrnmd whatever, ami even if the 
Lnv dues not distinguish between different kinds of ill-treatment, he is of opinion that a 
which may const Unto the first act of ill-treat ament, did not deses-vt- more than a 
Naming, l.iecjiuee it dues not prove that the mtutcr is in the h *hit of giving them, 

27, E at once, seeing the state of xiflairs to which tile facilities t on my part have 
f^ven you, and winch you have acknowledged several tim: s, have led, am addressing 
J'yself to my Government, giving a full account nf everything, and as long im I do not 
know the powers which the King's exequatur gives you, I request you to restrict yourself 
to thy c-xor i> o'the consuhu ImicLioua which intermit inn :d Uw assigns to consuls, and I 
bo very glad if in the com plain Es which you present you will only refer to those of 
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your own nationality, anti will make those who are not of the same nationality unde* 
‘tnjd that they should apply to the authorities of this colony, who never fail to listen !j 
’ lS111 n making them understand that you cannot intervene in any way on their behalf 
uni] [ doubt not that considering the good relations which exist between the vice-co/isul: 

bhia general Government, that you on your pari will help to calm the excite m# 

• aidi has butm created undoing thus the plans of the evil-disposed people who h&^ 
i.sled themselv. s to spread false news, which in the primitive minds of the 
hove acquired great importance,, and may cause a serious conflict m tlufl colony whd 1 
everything protects the labourer. 

2f- finally, I have tn odd that the curador has informed me of a note sent by yet 
ui which you recnmmeud that a certain individual should not lie Hogged for havij 
|nvsented himself to complain in your vice-consulate, he it because htTescaped frou 
prison, be it for other circumstances, and J have to observe that the reeomiooin 
■l.intm is idle because the punish merit with tin whip does not exist in our custom*. 
.is It is laid down by the laws of the nation which you represent, and if it sou ethnos i ; 
applied, it is done sparingly, the lushes not exceeding ten, and wry seldom reaohinj 
tm ™» iiU '\ E ^ lt m done, I repeat, very seldom, only in the presence of the cl lief i 
I'dice and in those cases which necessitate a rapid correction, and where, if it was n<* 
applied, greater evils might follow. It is certain (dint sometimes the hluck poHeemu 1 
have on their own account castigated some negroes ; it is difficult to avoid it absolutely 
[maw*?. m you must be aware, the negroes who are given authority, abuse it, but if" 
i! is happened, ihi’ punishment has been severe to avoid the repetition of such cases, 
wneu one is known, of which now happens rarely, it is punished with energy to avoid t 1 
altogether ; it h not the custom to t«?at those who are kept in prison, and the proof i* 
hr^i, the number of the individual* who have presented themselves to you and also w 
u t‘. who begin by saying that they come from the barracks of the Kroomen (name ti 
prison), and if they were punished for that, they would avoid presenting themedv# 
"bon they escape ; and secondly, that they are Very content to lie in prison, and thai 
t‘n;y do not mind going there tweause they have no forced labour there, and only hoW 
til clean the streets, which does not bother than, as it is leas hard work than ihat of ft 
plantation, and this causes discontent among the moatets who send their labourers to be 
punished, and see that the labourer, far from being punished, finds himself, by tb* 
diudnuttCiJ ol work, in a position m if he had received a prize, but the laws do not alto* 
nt any Tj-.ing rim attd wo obey the laws, studying some of the Monies of your nation, I 
.ijjjiiy some of the laws in force there to this one after a careful study, as being much 
harder on the labourer; to-day I have limited myself provisionally to ordering that all 
the labourers should be informed that if they leave the plantations tvi 1 1 "■ - T 

reason, or if they lose working days to present complaints, tin- veracity 
proved, their contracts shall be prolonged for as many days as they Ipse by aucb 


nod I took him to see the agent of the company, He complained that there was 
something the matter with hi# tectum, and that he wus therefore unable to work. He 
^td he had been struck on the 1st instant, ?tud showed a cut on his back. I Ids cut 
jp|fenred both tome and to the agent of the Amtus Bay Company to be an old Rear. 
But, m accordance with the arrangement made with you rind m agreement with the 
said agent, 1 sent the boy to you with a note on the 3rd instant, 

Ali algo complained that lie had been a head mini, and was now made to do the 
Work of an ordinary labourer. The agent of i ho company explained that he would not 
s ^y on the farm where he could he employed as lieadnrin, but in&is ed on being on the 
kttTu close to Santa Isabel, where no place as head man was vacant. 

Ali complains that lie was found by a man called Brace in Accra, who told him 
that he was taking him to Calabar to work there* Me was landed, he says, in Fernando 
and taken before the curador. He sail! bn wanted only to sign a contract for two 
j Jeans* and lie was told tliat if he did not sign'a contract t! « three years ho would ho 
' I'ut in gaol He therefore signed for three years. He wishes to ho son? home. 

The agent of the Am has Bay Company has since informed me that he liu* decided 
1° repatriate tins boy and terminate bis contract. 

% Aji Johnson, a native uf Lagos, complains that be was brought Fernando Po 


’it tbs same time and under the same conditions ns AIL J fen bo wishes to In- i epai via ted. 

contract terminated apparently in January next. He says ho is being ill-treated, 
!l,| d 111,at he was (logged by the curador* orders. 

As he showed no marks of ill-treatment, 1 did not send him u< see you, but s >. ,, .l 
Itiui to return to work, and that I would inform you of \m romp tain ts. He comp.! ;i mud 
111 me on the evening of the 2nd instant. 

Mrs* Carner. 


offences. 


I have, &c* 

ANGEL BARRERA. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

i i'c-Cimsid Smallbones to Colonial Curador , Fernando Po. 


Sir, 


_ Fcvntuido Po , June 10, 1013. 

} HA\ L the honour to refer to my conversation with you of fast Monday, the 
“ IJ d instant, and to various notes written to you during the week. 

As It appears Mint souse considerable misunderstanding bus arisen as to the 
complaints I informed you ol on the 2nd instant verbally, and speaking from my notea, 

! shall venture to put on record w hat I then wished to say and what 1 understood smn 
U> answer, adding at the same time in each case where it k possible the further 
information 1 have since received and other complaints which have been made to mo 
since. _ To avoid further misunderstanding* 1 venture to write in English, contrary to 
a previous promise. 

I he list is ordered, as far as possible, according to the alphabetical sequence of the 
employers' name. 

A mbae Bay Trading Company {Limited}, 

I. Ali, who claims to bo a native of Lugos, Kays ho has a contract with the above 
tiim, which expires hi January. Hu came to see me on the evening of the 2nd instant, 


complained to mo on the 1st instant that he had finished ids con tracts 
having worked for two years and five months. 

I understock you to tmy that Mouse's John Jolt and Co, had Ids pass-book, and that 
Von would enquire into whether he had really finished ids time. 


be 


man 


Mr. Davis (Mr. E. A. Davis** ki Big Broiker^' a.$ he in called by the natives). 

On the 2nd instant 1 informed you that one TVlana had complained to me that 
kad finished four years' work and had been given no money, I hnd informed tins i 

■ i* i .i t , o - - - JJ* Uliestioii that he ouvht to apply to you. He did not. appear at the curadoria while 

informed that if they leave the plantations without justifiable I 4 S w lllC 2m l 

■king da)s to present comjiluitus, the wraoity of which is nut Since then ten Elmina boya h^ve come and complained to me an their own Iwhalf 

on that of nine more countrymen of theirs employed on tin* same farm ; that Ihivk 
glinted them in Elmina, and promised to take them to Calabar at per day for 
kbrhurerg, 2L a-montb for the headman, and 35^. a-month for the second headman, ad 
J 11 addition to food When the steamer left the coast and went in a direction they 
«ftew to Ijo not that of Calabar, they questioned Davis where they w ere going to. He 
^d the steamer was first going to Fernando Po. When they arrived here they wen 1 
m ade to go on shore, and then taken before the eurudor. who asked them to make n 
c ^tract hr five years, They said they had l*e«i engaged to work cargo, mid were not 
®aed to plantation work. The curador told thorn that if they did not make u contract 
throe y&ira he would send them to gaol. 

They then made a contract for three years, two of which have passed. They wiah 
*** lje repatriated* 

They complain thnl they are frequently beaten, Gcufr boy showed an old acai 


on 


. Ll H Wtdioad, which In* said had been'made by hia master. One hoy, they say, is in 
-^pital, and the curador told Davis to repatriate him about Christmas fu^L, but ho has 
ltft t done set yet. 

Seven Sirrrn Ln-hr buys,, eir.ployed by the same man, have coreplaiiied td me fat 
vise!vus and for eiglit countrymen oil the Rfiiuc ]Jautati>Tii that Davis recruited 
i n si,-mi Leone, telling them tbit he would take them to OaJabacr to work there 
Whim brought la-fore the enuuiur in Fcruatido Po ( they w F eru told that 
make n eon tract for three year** they would be put in gaol They 


j'Jt oj ii- year. 


^they did not HR.... „ . . w 

ri|, ,y Lave finwhed ono year of the three, and wish U* lie repatriated ln-cnn&e they are 
'^dly treated, They complain Hint- besides being (logged, often they have to work so 
tete that it :ia ecmeimiet Ii f,m. beforu they can get their evening meal cooked and 

[1802^—1] J> 
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E. ,'L I)(iriVs hoy*:. 


Joe, a native of Sierra Leone, says lie wax brought here by Fuila, a man in Davis? 
emplov at the time. He was put in gaol for two months and wants to go homo. 

II. (J loktir, :l native of" Sierra Le me, com plaint that he was forced to makes 
c 'inmet for four years although he only wanted to make one for two years. Be htf 
done three years and three months. Davis, he says ill-treats him, and has kicked him 
in lhe hush calling him jackass, monkey, Ac., and often flogs him* 

Mo mo Bokory, a native of Sierra Leone, complains that at the end of a two year*, 
contract with Mrs. Gardner he received no m>ncy but was put in gaol. He was the*! 
" pulled " by Mr. Davis and has finished one year and fivt+ mont hs. Ho it* fre^nenth 
he; ten and wants to go home. He says he was brought here by Kolia who imLuc*et 
him to r um- with him by telling him he was taking him to Second! where he would 
am 31, a month. When they arrived in Secondi. Davis add he was taking him on I 
t m- t Vmgo and work at that wage. 

You may renumber that in your presence some doubt arose as to whether the* 
r.n is applied to this boy or to Manna In who, according to my notes, is a Siena Leon 1 
hoy brought her« by Fuila and complains of ill-treatment. He says he has tiuish* 
c hn e years and six months uf Ida contract tor five years. 

As regards the bey who was pulled by Mr. Davis out uf gaol, Mr. Davis stales 1M 
iu. hoy stole some goods from Ids previous master and a boat and attempted to escape 
lie was put in gaol and sent a friend to ask Mr. Davis to pull him. Mr. Davis al* 
;••• luced his record of work which was bad, arid said that the boy at one tine ran awL 
and made a cm I tract with someone else* in San Carlos. 

laiiali Bobov, Samiie, Ihmiola natives of War! S. Nigeria say they have -.till tbrflj 
months to do to htii^h their coutrocta They complained to Mr, Consul Ilaroourt on m 
visit to Fernando Po, and the day he loft they were put in gaol and Ix-ateri. Thd# 
nk>' vomplnin that the ctir&dor attempted to force therm into making a cuntnict W 
four years. 

I undersb.Kxlyou to say that nothing would be done to investigate these coiiiplniu^ 
On the 3rd instant Joe who says he is a native Sierra Leuuv called on me, H* 
sav v he ums brought liens bv Fuila who told liim lie would be employed, os a steward bj 
M ' - >rs, John llolt. When he was taken to the oumdor lie only wan tent lo si gn j 
cuntmct for one yoar. Tlie curador only spoke in Spanish and nothing was translate* 
to him, Hi was after'wards told that he had made a contract for five years. He M 
-1 owollou testicle or rupture and w&ftta to go homo, He is employed as headmatj. 

That day sfobler kmm^uh complained that, he was sick and therefore wants to \* 
repatriated* He sutlers from elephantiasis. 

LJti the 2nd J a meg, a native of Asaba Nigeria, presented himself sit this Vi erf' 
Consulate with n certificate from Mr. W_ 15. Limiatim A.D.C, the Secretariat Lagoajj 
whose employ he had been* Ho says he came to Fern a do Po two years ago bvoiigF 
by Tom a Lugos man and Mr* I. assert si]so from that town, Ilere he was take 1 ! 
t the curat lor alt bong i h* hid b:r:u told tint tie wti going to Calabar* He so* 
Mr. Comm! Led well, He was put in gaol and given twenty-five hashes every morn ini 
lb O'implains that fit 5 a*M. Mr. Davis lakes n whip and drives them to work. Worn 
only ceases at it E\IL ami they have to eat their midday meal while they are working 
lb- has do= a* two years of his contmct fbr four, 

On the 4tb instant Sunnie and Dauiola, two Lagos boys, complained to me th&j 
they only made contracts tor two years, but that they were told afterwards that lln'Jj 
hftd nm le contracts for four years they also complained I hat they had been given J* 
food fur some days. As regards the latter complaint. I told them to see you. I aK 
wrote to Mr. Davis, who explained that the boys had absented, themselves from hoia 3 ' 
for o*ver.nl days, and had therefore received tin food, 

The name day Davis No. 2 presented I iimstdf with fresh marks of 111-treatment 

I noticed about six raised marks on bis Hick* He ulna brought the stick with which k 
hail I seen Hogged. It was a fiuiif stout one about 4 feet long and perhaps itachd 
thick, and about a third of it bait been beaten into ap]inters. I brought this bc?J 
personally t ■ your houtt- the aaim* day, bringing nlxv Mr, Davis, who said that the lx?' 
in (jne-iUon had hit a headman with a cutlass. 

[ also explained to you that oe the Uikourara employed by Mr, Davis had Iwd 
vury loud in their complaints, and had apprehended that they might l>e iU-usrd agaif 
T tol.l them, and &l«o others who bad complained to mo of unbearable ill-treatment, thi* 1 
they should run away as floon as thev an* ill-treated, and complain nt once to you, aH l 

II aat, tf running a way was impossible, they were, in my opinion, entitled to rtisir 


U 

the offered them, which Is In direct fiction to the kw in force In 

colony. 

D. FraiKtu C«bia. ^nnUinkd that he was unable 

Ynltnk, a native of Sierra beoUe, B«k ^ £ e M \& | M had called on 

to obtain the ««W £?^-nor^neml. From bis book it shears 

e ctssaStS: -- “* f— wlt 

On the 1st instant th.bert Coblei-. a nat'vt^' j^btT&iish^ one year, complained u 

contract for two years with the nbo™, *that the *uuc dayhe had been 
we that he was frequently‘ill-treated hj u , r wu slijaly cut where he had 

struck in the face. He showed nve lU. ^ i he P nn d two others employed be 

been hit. In the evening of the ‘ ® ’ u mtf tlia fogd they W »»»ved 

the *»■ man us carpenter and »u«m «* te «e 

for one wt^k, ,i ^nd instant- You said, accoiduag t ( I| i^ 

1 brought those men to-ejw «» ttlld “g« whether he is willing to allow these 

rrJSrdfi si rites aW8» jmWS 

three. ■ , „ rl . or Bec-ms tome to have occurred in ealculnt.jiig 

I UO w beg to point out that an OT ‘ or *-* , “ aav*. and for three men the 

the ament of rfe ,A**M ^ssTSeg ' 

piaimum quantity of noe suppM ought t o w h 

Samuel K>n«o «. ^ wft3 sV ,ippvd to Fenmndo !'■>, 

Davufcwhesays he » ft naUv* S ld L fi , lWl cd his contract of two years ami 
from Monrovia, complamed to me that he «w 

six months, but had not Wm j.su. olh k md ila kellft complained to nie of 

Joseph Coker, Lmw B«y. K ' ti, 1 fuat cue has one more year, the next thn - 
being badly treated by their maul* . • j L , Ul tjnhli their contracts, l hey 

..neandn-WfyeaM and the ^ could no longer sUml the treatment 

wished to be repatriated because they ual they 

they were receiving. . , , t u e 2 , 1 , 1 * The beys haJ uot appeared at 

, 1 . USSSS S?TiT5 on a*.. *•* *•“ ' 

Ssn Carlus,^ ^ ^ they were brought. 

Sierra Leone boy, agmu i.^amaii^wbo »!4 they would only bave to 

here from tbe Caugo by 1 bumas K CQtft dor they widivd to make a contract 

Ark for live mentL When 1**'^“ Kj , . 5 A Lie micfor three years. Appurt'..^ 
l’,,rone veur ».-h , but M'f hat « ‘ J ; ^ ■ A %9« leUing then, 

when they finished that c0 ' Ufa '-V i^Lc t .'t A would nut pay them if they left him. 

" r :!ir; ^ 

\ZSffZ2?\^WT£** -v 3 -w *-—*" «* «* 

the present. . , t i . t |,,. v would 1>« arrested, I sent tin™ 

On the 5th they o.me again "V 11 *. ™"' kiediciue palaver which 1 e»ptan«l 

hack to work. On the 6th they ««“»««• to work. It. each case the 

iai -x w -«- *e - 

and SU-treatoH. 

Yaae/wtfHta- , , + that bo was 

James, a Msdegh, tSWriw M Heller nppaiently of the firm 

shinned from Monrovia though a British f>tae« oy on U go for one year. 

wSernud Iiehn- Janies at ‘^Humeufo^to M. K^e of the firm 

he W,s told that he would he P«* 














if fiiison he did not sign for three years, TTe mm] ht would si bra for two The 
argument he says lasted from 8 to 10 a_.vl Thev were fh™W / , 

*■» Ahma «d J-!te4#«5 l^veX-w 

■ .rji|.l.L._Mi to in.,ke but wens not able to escape from prison. ns (lie three above men had 

g “ vet * ly Wten ^ Jaaw8 **m 

At. their rtH]iie»t I took these men to the police station ruid linked t 
Hjar^e to wjnrl a picker with them to see that they should not Ew flowed hv i\w 
prison guard for having Reaped- This was done, ■ ^ - tW j 

to mike COUl ? '* done £ r ‘’ ,eso mt,n i,s ‘W M not been fared 

l . - . + ' 5 ’ r A f eon 1 clusjTe Pro 0 * y ,J « mentioned that some of the hove 

&***•* ^ ,<lt n> * d ° contra6U for Ur ° >'<*™ while others made one' i5 

James called on me Main on the 5th instant, and said that he is willing *» «h« 
np the money slue to him for the two veer* work if he is allowed to.m borne nfw ’ 

I bog to draw your special attention to the complaint of being l*,iten in priaon. 

IX Pedro Ainilwia. 

Sum, jj J imjiehj Sicrm Leone* complained to me that money h owi’tut + rt kin, irrt J 
one Luterodt. I Panted hi. complain? on tho 2nd. I nnderaCl yof to t v *3 
Laferodt was not in Santo feabel This boy called on me again on'lhe 3rdXl i I 
me thiii Luterodt was now m town, ** M ™ ldd 1 

i £ finc ° 1 J1 e rmt ^ ve 0(1 Susrra Leone, says that he was for nine ami a halfmi.i th^ 

W„n a Mr. Knox when Ins master accused bin, of wishing to ran awav. 1[, “ w l t 
mg„d lor three months and was then taken away Irani Knox In- the cun.,] wT? 
signed _ a contract with D. Pedro, which is not ,vt finished. Tl? only hf 

k^-rdiUdm m ° ne> ' “* ,Unean ' 1 " ,0,,il ' s he «"* while with Knox should 
Itomodu Chum, 

Johnnie, Book No. 5212 says that he was three years with M. Kiuson and ,W 
; '. T li ^ ^ iat contract he wits given no money, but put. in >m\L Momodu Ph*'„, I 

i Iwn pulled him. paying Kweon L4 dollars for being allowed to do so. Ha then staved 1 
with ilmnodu Cham two yearn, who exchanged hialook and gave him no money ' 

I left the book with you. I understood you to sav that vouh'id ' : ■ 

fl^uiust Momodu Cham that he did not pay m laboured. ' .‘ complaints 

Mrs, Nacfoy, 

Momobut, a native of Sierra Leone, complains that he was four years employed br 
dents htoT WOm0n auA WftS p! ‘ lJ na 1 " 0,,< ‘ y - Jlia l'™™ 1 ' master Joe Fvfo j]£ 

Musosso, said to he a Spaniard* 

, L ? h . a * “ na “; e °. r Sie ™ L ?" e . complained to me on the 3rd instant that he had 
2“ k,! ‘ vT one * Margie a negrefor three years and six months, and was paid no money 
was th.-o put ill prison and made to sign with Musoeso for three years He hu 

.'■•pa^ItcT C °“' ‘ MU, “ il * mon0 y °™g Wm. and wishes to Z 

Jn-vmima Lopes, 

Salami, a t-agoe boy, eompNius of ill-treatment and that at the end of a two vears 
contract he w,s only given 5 dollars John or Johnnie, whom j sent with , , il t 
you oil the 3rd mstmitlor medical examination, informs mo that he comes from Forendoa 
Southern N,ge„a. He was brought hy a woman railed Yscama, who lives in «Xn2 
opposite MM He ™ first taken to CalnW, and then told ho was to he taket 

to a German low... lie stayed two months In Victoria wailing for » : li then 

time liore in the Chormc,. lit was taken tn the curador and asked to sign tor six years 
J..nu. iom, Oke, and Joe. who IB now « pohceinan in l!aw, were brought at the"same 

, t0 th '-' m t0 mat£8 » c.,rjt niet for three years. They 

viail uttlly ugned one for lour, Yfkwm wait given 5? for every boy “ y 

werk^Tbig'mam ^ W#8 lW “P nnli %g*d f« not being able to 
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lie returned to see me on the 5th, and said that he was being sent to the M 
far having complained to me. I assured him, confident Llartueither yo norlm 
Excellency would allow an arrest to take place on tfiat ground, that he would not la 
arrested for having called on me. On the 7tl,. one, Peters an artisan, and a onnntitinai, 

■>f the boy in question, called on me and informed me that John had been arrested on 
Hie 5th instant, I at mice called on the sub-Cuvador, who eoutd not mf-rm me whj the 

J l’ venture to call vour most urgent attention to this ease. And I have the honour 
<0 request that I may fie allowed to visit this Imy in prison, should he stilt be them 

Peres and Mora, 

On the 1st instant two Portuguese subjects, Langana, a native of llengiiella and 
Antonio Znu, a native of Cabitlia, came to me with various complaints. I informed them 
that I, ing not British subjects 1 was unable to do anything for them in SB official 
eipacitv- ' I nHviseil Hum, however, to call ofi jou aad a]eo on my PifNPWleague. 
They said tliev had done so to no purpose. I then told them to call at your ofoce <>n 
Hi. second i ustau t, wten 1 would be there. You will remember that they were loud m 
their complaints, and even accused a previous curador ot accepting bribes irem tlieu 

Walker, an Accra man, complained to me on the 1st instant that he was brought to 
Fernando Po by Macfoy, who pretended he was taking Irani to (.alnbnr He inuile a 
contract for two vears, of which he has finished twenty-two months lie savs lie 
‘iek and wants to go home. He also complains that he n< engaged as a fisherman, 
tad then was made to do plantation work. His wife and child are also in l'ernando I... 

Bass, Tommy, IiA*> T Kosi alidO complained that th«y were \mmg ifoggtiiL .Riid tii.it 
th&y ha'a’beeit forced to tmkh* ruwch longer contmcts thun they wished 

’ You will remember that a numW of hoys employed hy tlnn firm preaented 
iemsolvca at your office on the 2nd. You informed them in answer to their oomplatnt 
that thev hud to work ui. Sunday, that their employers had been mod 10u !»»■*« 
You refused to enter into the question of ill-treatment, and informed me. nceord.ug to 
lay [K.t.-is, that you did not line an employer for ill-treatment lilt- lust time you aval a 
tamukiiil, but simply warn him, In this connection I venture to enquire whether there 
is a record kept of complaints made in your office by laboururs against their iu«htor». 
If pot, it is conceivable that boys may have to complain soveraltimes la-fore they are 
aide to halve a comtjaim which would lie considered the second one, as, I am mlonneil, 
you are the third official to hold this appointment within the last six mouths. 

These 1»,vs returned with me to my house • *ud they ■uine Irma ■ • - 
fourteen fromWra Isjone. They complained that they were deceived by 1 ulm. i.ml 
that they were forced to sign for more than one year. SOrne said llinl. they were 

hr.Hit liern by Bruce and sold at 61, per head. They complained bitter y d ilk 

treatment. Also that they bad to work solute that after eating and washing they oft in 
only had ttirec hours’ sleep before they were again driven to work, 

* Besides the Imvs mentiomsl some presented themselves, emplmfo'l by tins firm, 

* w . w t BritU sutijeetS, ! told tl„m tliat i could do nothing tor them, but that 
they ougilt to complain to you direct, and that I was sure that they would receive n 
taj-iU'JJlCF. 

I). Pedro Hengoa. Compaiita Transathintico. 

I Jaformed you Hint Dm\s, Bueittft, and Dahi, Liberian subjectSp liad_compliiim ti tn 
ii^dmw vourWnt abi«mca from Santa that they bad Wa lowed to make 

wntmeti & Four years, although at tbe time of making 10m Uwita they uudemtoo-J that 
they were making contracts lor two years ouK. 

Mrs . 

On the 2nd l itiformod you that Josiflh, a native of SieiTa Leone, had complained 
to ,n». that he had boon fonecl to make a contract For four year*, thougli lie only wanted 

Boema, a Monrovia Isiy. complained to me at the nnr lime. As lie »«* ">'1 - 
British subject 1 did not enquire into the nature of Ins complaint, hut simply uitorm«-d 

you lit' ibii tact that lie hud appeared in my office . , 

Joe Meudi baa sine ...m- boned to me that he and tl.e above two hoys have rm-l ted 
bo luouev since they are with Mrs. Wright. Hus boy seems to be a native ot Sierra 
Leone. 

[i m 


E 
















14 


15 


SattTUi, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 1. 


On the 2nd instant I informed you that Johnnie* a native of Sierra. l-eone* h*“ 
tiniahvd his con tract of three years and two months, but that he was afraid of seeing 
you uj claim his money. You may remember that he was sent hy you to hospital with 
a sore foot. 

John Bull, also a native of Sierra Leofle, came to inform me on ihu 1st instant that 
In had finished his contract but for twenty-one days. He complained that he was scut 
to pri-on for iii no day’s and beaten there without cause. 

\ ai informed me that Sauna himself was in prison for giving inadequate lodgings 
to his 1 ny.s 

SMu since presented himself hern to inform mo that he has finished hk contract 
and wants to l*e paid off. I am informed that Sanna is living in his house. 

IVateoit. 

Alusiine* a native of Sierra Leone, complains that he was brought hen* as a pantry 
hoy and then put oil to plantation work ; ho and Alta, al$i» a native of Sierra Leone, 
say thev weiv brought here by Kernby, who took them to the cur&dor. They oiil/i 
wanted to sign for one yoar* but were forced to make contracts for four. 

Mr. Wilmn. 

( harlio, Book No. 2384* u native of Sierra Leone, came to tell me that he wa# 
afraid of being put in gaol* because Mf, Brown had eoTiplainect about him to you. lift 
rtuii i lie hail onoi 1 been sent to gaol here for one mouth, and was frsquemh beat !mi thorfr 
without any cause* 1 sent him to see you* assuring him that he would receive jus! 
treatment, 

Sifnna, a native of Sierra Leone, states that he was brought here by a Mi's. Nesse.?j 
with whom be stayed for three years. At thu end of that contract she paid him ail 
except 2i. -in. He then mode a contract for two years with Mi. Wilson of which hf 
has finished one. lie says he is sick and wants to bo repatriated, 

I cal ed Mr. Brown w ho informed me that the l>oy had tjeen taken to the doctor hy 
your orders and was found fit to work. Some medicine was prescribed For hint.': 
Mr. Brown thinks Mr* Wilson will repatriate him if he does not improve in 
health. Mr, Brown is also endeavouring to get through you the money still owing 
tins I Hiv, 

Besides these coses l have only token notes os to one Martin who lias &icten hern 
repatriated by Mr, E. A. Dovis and Joseph Bute, Oumu, and Miner, who say they mr 
employed by " Don Ileius" and having finished their contracts their master wishes then! 
to recontract whereas they wish to be repatriated, I n-sked them whether they had 
seen you. As the Answer was in the negative I told them that they only had to tell 
you ti at they did not wish to make a new contract lobe repatriated hy the first steamer.! 

Other natives have called upon mo as to wlmse euinplainte 1 have taken no notes, 
those i in variably advised to call on you. 

One Liberian who complained to me of ill-treatment showing fresh marks t 
figr&oimlly prtseutad to you* nut l have kept no record of his complaint. You were 
good enough to inform me that his master was lined by you 100 pesetas, 

1 Ijeg to point mit that my informing you of these complaints does not imply that 
1 have formed an op ini m ns to the facta they are based on. But I venture to draw vuur 
earnest attention to cmnplauite of persistent ili-treatment and in particular to complaints 
that British subjects have been brought to this colony under false prete.ices and made 
to sign contracts cither against their will or for longer periods than they wished. 
Should you decide to hold an enquiry calling witness^ to investigate any particular 
case J siiit.ll !h j much obliged if I could le given purmisnion to be present at the 
proceedings, 

1 have* Ac. 

ROBERT T. SMALLBONES. 


FierfW SmaUW to Uo^or-GeneM of the Sj^ueh * *• 

Gulf of Guinea. 

Fernando P®, June o t Idf 

'“tt&n. to- w -totofr -1 "* fJZ SrStf ¥£ 2£ 

ltd instant, which reached me yesterday about 415 r.n. <m tbe sunjeu 

diich took place on the 2nd instant . confidence, had informed me that 

2. Hy servant, in wh«e uracil v * the enphmation you,- 

he nirt-Kt had taken place inside my o ’*-• > , ^ ’ f OT t |,,. im tlim information 

Excellency i» good enough to give me. I beg 'T“V,™,‘ also fur tie- advice that I 
fuu wore good enough to supply me "'di on ... • -- J ' . | i eH j r£ ,,| When 1 

m toVe first applied to the ‘"^/^Z^^^kuives on my 

"‘turned to my house after tolling • >« ' Uviyatt had been a party to the 

&U§|&fie who coukl have informed me lhai .U- 1 

wwst. „ i k a{ i W n mode against the 

a When I spoke of the very gra** 1 A - 1 J . am j ilL *. 4 ; llS t the treat- 
ttaimer in which British subjects wore bivdg * “ J . ( on the ropresuntatiotis 

tent they receive ll.-■ ' U - S "'‘T’If, Madrid to the Spanish MibtsJW for Foreign 

K&ScS *$$&£*- +*>». 

Iy Hia Majesty's (mveru men t for com mei <_ I I g” TSn-md, and as regard^ 

enal >li‘ British capitalists to bnv ptaitotott. «<«■£> Jy\.f he cocoa crop 

tipnin, because a British iirn W ^ ed ,,™lthat Mr. ILurcoun 
CsnOo Po- At another time yma Lx ^ T . >1™^ ami hoped to do so hy 

being «n acting man. " :,s anxious ““‘ 'i ' ■ b> .. a .„j 0 p„. Verhadv l wan never 

starting a discussion of the ..htaons o «'*" . ' jjj Majesty's Government ami 

lsecj “Mrtivi"»» * *■»»«»< .. 

, w* .1, -» -f-r »r fitoiitoS 

It—i'.’to—jto yjXUitoto. *to li— <—■ l “ —l* 1 " !.. 

With your RatecIlttUG) ntl “ l - . . ■ i tri f a That if theiv was a question -'t 

1 ..Ad tnke notes of ^ -ture of ^ Th^ ^ ^ , 

dl-tre; 1 1miuit 1 Bei *^r hi ,, \ wuuhl muko out and present to 

iuumidiate medical u*aiu nviti usi- . ^ 1 t l to me during tin * 

tk curador every Monday a hs, of uf thX complainU. I bad f«rth,r 

giving at the sMao tune “ ^ satMed hVa'pnrti ulnr caee tvith the nctim. token 
promised that should 1 n - 1 FxcvlhjUCV to settle the mutter; and that « 

SSKSSJ ‘iS, m> 

^T'^nted men to the omrmta' fur ^ 

tamped that * l > tUe ® onl P "!?*! fJ5SL ‘ r e 1)r eseiitatio .S on their behalf. ) simply 

sbrs *ar^’£ I ryi f S-a«to.... s» 

"■ -• n- — --—-'■ 

^liowu. . i ■ *i ia * tht-y luid beau brought bin re unde fi d S1 ' 

^S r^fc'mrauto, aw. *- «• 

Wlonger periods than they wished- . * 

8. I have advised all men who ha« pC onISr s'Anif. 

cnador s decUiou. .. th.it 1 ^ • ing 1“ Sp&iA law. they may not 

Have at the time ids ^nt.bnd that in csss „l .11- 

be flogged or ill-treated b\ tuGir i J 
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trait men! tliey should at once apply to the aurador, 1 also told them that, in*! 
opinion, they wore justified in resisting ativ violeuce offered them by violence, 

,J - As regards natives who are not British subjects, I have ventured to pros* 

1 nem> ami will present them in the future to the curador according to article 78 of ff 
Native Lab*uir Kognlatioras in force. That article gives to anybody the rteht to jtilbn 
theemtidor of cases where the law has not been complied with, and ulso’tlie right 1 
cl i tin one-fourth of the fine should one be imposed, 

H.), A s rt'gjki’H 1 k oases of ill -treatment saul to have occurred among the labours? 
employed by the brni Pore* and Mora, your Excellency's informal ion seems to diffi 
from that in possession of thecurudor, who told the labourers in question in xny preset 
ilia' 1 1 *■ had liiird their master KJO pesetas tor making them work on Sunday, But b 
i etuSed In enter into r h'- question of ill-treatment , though the men were loud in ti'^i 
'‘ynt] 1 1 amt^ACC <-1 ■« 1 [iig to my notes it wiis in conisectio 1 1 wiih th \h case u nd not wil 
ihnidi Mr. Edgerley, as ] inadvertently seem to have informed your Excellency, tbij 
tlu* curaditr told me that in the case of a first- complaint of ill-treatment be shapf 
warned the employer without fining him. 

! I, \om Excellency speaks ■ "t groat facilities, which have been given rne. 1 nfl 
Vy 1 aware that T have So far asked for or been given any special facilities, though you 
Excellency ha* al ways Wn good enough to assure me that such facilities should b 
me should l require them in the course of my investigations. 

}2. As your Excellency is go.d enough to say that you know that I have i* 

instigated .. u to gu round and incite labourers to disorder by false promises, as I ha* 

liven careful in the advice I have given to labourers not to injure the prestige i 
the authorities of this colony, and as, in presenting uuh-Bl ittsh subjects wh^hi 
ion .1 plained to me to the eu ratter, I was acting according to the laws of this colony, 
regret that 1 am unable to^ understand your Excolloncy’B request that I shall in 
not exceed the powers conferred on me by international law, 

I-j Is. appeals from ihe letter under reply (.hat your Excellency has given ojdctf' 
th.v those men who, your Excellency says, are going about fomenting unrest should h 
arrested, and that thn full rigour of the law lie applied to them ; nlso that tin* 
labourers who have left the plantation* they are employed on should be arrested 
taken to prison. 

1.4, As your Excel loopy was good enough to explain to me verbally the other did 
that if a crime or misdemeanour is committed, and if strong suspicion falls on iff 
individual, he is taken to prison and systematically flogged until he confesses, aiU 
also that vour Excellency considered that mere imprisonment of a native was not i 
sufficient punishment, and that, therefore, prisoners were usually, in addition, flowed 
Jiii-i that tins is done without any legal trial, and under yom' Excellency's direct orders 
I hayu the honour to request that I may be given permission to visit as often as I ml 
couHidfU- it necessary the prison, or baraedn/ 1 to give British subject* lhere suef 
consular protection and advice as is possible, and I also have the honour to request fcM 
i nuiy be tnibraied of any arrest made for inciting people to call at ray office ac-i 
thereby creating disorder, and that I may be authorised to fxs present should any prison! 
i e Hogged to ascertain whether he k guilty of that, misdemeanour, and to be present iff 
miy other proceedings which may be instituted against him, 

15 r I ha ye the honour to inform your Excellency that 1 propose visitim* shortly , L - 
meoy plantations as possible to enquire into the conditions of laUtur and te InvestigiiU 
tlie mariner m which labourers were brought to this colony. Any complrnnfe I maf 
i-.- iv,. 1 propose submitting tn the curador for further investigation ; at the same 
time T beg to point out that I shall also claim the privilege of speaking to British 1 
subject apart from their employer, his agent, or any Government official who may W 
present, 

1 have, Ac. 

. BOBKRT T, SMALLBONES. 


l a. j-™ ir » Ma * z zsStSSBfc {sspraftS S 

oJ an individual, who. your servant h, 1 . \ , ^ Guvattefaie) affirmation is 

the arrest was not made inside it nor anywhereto a n,gre> hoover 
iMncJuaive ; this provos to you the htt ^ er ^ t p at t | ie C;Jfse was ope of a 

much confidence cue may have in him. an- ■ whole of that morning had been 
life of the captain of the port's office,, wno m Jjtmld surek ba« *H1 have a 
■'iiibarked in the boat which tnok me to the ' predated themwlvea in your 

doubt that that individual might Ik, one of those who had presenr. 

v i'^-consulate to make complaints, mWBP if w]ly, having done so in 

It is, without doubts that because I e3C IJ l , \\ ■, r n :„ J-bdesiv’s*<b»vormncnt 

Ptfiaeh, that you underetood that I t f] ie conditions kbbar la the 

having begun for conuporeial reasons the diw:u«,io . i- English capitalist^ to 

Portuguese and Spanish coIouu h ^ hs regau-j ''j [ ■■ a Spain because a British firm 
WoWy plantations m S:m Ibomc: and ^ |J& far (w tvom 

bad licit been able to obtain a monopoly 15 1 ^ co i.iv head ■ in talking to vou l said 
« »1 M«a Which l« s >)f- V u r | w ilS at the 

that it was not philanthropy which had ,, , c Uo;olate mumiiactum-s, 

Wtom of it a commercial reason on the p»-tt ( lt q]j n ,,t occur to me to 

lint on the part of His Britannic Majesty ^ Spain t told yon 

mix up with those things evm W wavo ^ D J ff ^ hv a company with English 

??.» sTPS'.'S jsr™ w£A2Ei— 


Encliifure A in No. 1, 

Gowmor-Gcner<d of the finish Potwt&iuns In tL* Gulf of Guinea to 

l iG&'Con&ul SmaUboncs, 

I Tran skit ton.') 

i Sarta Isabel, June 7, 1913,1 

|. JJA\ E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of votir letter of th v 3th inskuA 
in reply to thirl from this general Uovemment of the ard instant. 



tint vou told mo that His Britannic -Majesty s 5 * n t hev acquired 

Hotted to acquire land in *u, ^tt^ds Mr. lln.-durt, 1 

'1 they would be treated ns ,1 they were 1 ,jrt by gtartmc a disciiseio,, of the 
did nit nay that he wW t-» ««t«» t°LM £al the t me as I «J,I in my letter 

conditions of laW 111 F^nando 1 o. w ^ he should have been J» .» 

t> which you reply, namely, BmI it .provisionally his post, m 
hurry to come without any reason and alter ^ visU ‘ ed t ], is 

the ibaenre of Mr. Horace Bedwe 1, who whan you said that 

colony ; and that .fP?^ \t X'Z™ v £ th^ “'come with i fiaed Met 
^is not so, I rerlmuly interrupted you aa tfrt>V od hud never been in the 

^cause ho brought, a negro as in /^ m i r f, n ned Whim and from which he 

plantation called 1,. Ihgetana ™ Looted 'three ->r four complaint a 

aid he had rerepfd. WHS that only weak nations were treated 

^hich l 


Lust here me rMHiiusHP'-™ y*= t , T i ■ T t exukun to rum mru 

thin chain at tech ed to h.a ^ whareaa.itdid not shock 

h finmothc prisoner had attempted tc run , y i nrisonpfK tied to each other 

With a chain round the neck, and I tei minate l ' J > b . . but that of an knphsh 
hanpanetl in the British colonies; that that. ^ “ 2,^ "~,j„„ held in London on 

ckrlvumii, the Archdeacon letter. ^ „ .,2 ai and declared that as loti” 

the 25th June, 1913 ceruwed he aote-u of^hw n()t M h . iw tl.evoould 

as abuses were not atampcil on , • Portuguese colonies, and 1 ended by 

interfere in almses winch were said to tahi pla - shortef time than in Brittsh 

tellino you that the contracts U> this oolony B re for a much ehCCTW ^ ^ tiie 

colonies, that planter* there enjoy greatw "d\..utaL on J v ’ have to read 

|mnU.li,„ents Inllicled 0»TVTr'M« t wToi 'native work to convince 
the report presented to the Eng im kind to the negroes and stai' as 

youraelf that the system ,n «*» '1^ remind you^ b rf all this of our 
thev on i snot even dream of tn Br ,l«h to what I said, of which 1 

Sfsrr^stSf «* w* - •»“» 

**T8S5Kf%-. fig «ssafe4rt»^ , l=: 

coiLsteiitly, andthis » proved by . . th * ^ inu br, rmd th.y have aWvs been 

complniuta isirbwr to Iho (^orum^; •' ^ t t( qq Vl , u that the flurador, M I'u.'u!'-, 

nlte! ded to. 1 ramemWr that fli^akin- ^ y kud punished them without 

in .irdvr that the employ*** should not Ice thur moral . I F 
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informing the labourers, and that this had occasioned abuses, and that I had therefon 
given him to understand that Ids interests ici the colony Vere those of the black and nt» 
fifth e white man, and to avoid that the labourers should believe that the man who had \m 
them wm not punished, I ordered that the labourers should be informed of pmiiehmenp 
of the employers, and that at the g&me time they should be admonished tliat they 
obliged to do their duty to avoid being punished themselves, and, although f rapp'd 
what 1 told you in my last letter, that however great the interest may be you take i° 
the good treatment of the labourer, it does not reach the interest 1 take in tliem.it 
has never occurred to me to advise them to oppose violence with violence. On tin 
contrary, 1 have advised them to make complaint at once, and not to turn against th’ 
white man so as not to put themselves in the wrong, because the curidor is there to 
them justice, and should he not do so because lam there to do so, and 1 deplore tli&t 
you have told them, according to what you, write, that in your opinion they should answef 
v iolence with violence, as this may produce the most serious evils, the extent of which 
it is impossible to foresee. Anri now I can explain the acts of insubordination \v liien 
iuv being commit toil, uml of which the chief of police in former! me officially cm the itf 
instant ; I was surprised that in a short time the labourers were in such a state that' 
their masters could not even scold them without their turning Against them ; tbit 
happened to the Swiss subject, M. Hans Muller, who is laving the rail way which i* 
being made, for admonishing a Inliourer who was rolling a Imrrel up the road, he wm 
ossa ult ed by him, and undoubtedly you have not considered the consequences of ? 
advice given to the negroes ; and 1 ask you that you should only advise them to ap 
Li> the■ i-i irador, arid in ease he should not attend to them to this general Government* 
where they are always received and nr tended to. 

In reality article 78 of the provisional regulations concerning native labour by* 
down that those who inform the cured nr] a pf a fact which constitutes a transgression 
those regulations shall receive the fourth part of the whole fine if one is imposed, 
mat starting on the principle that I am glad to receive denunciations, and that I 
have advised the planters in this sense this is no reason why I should not insist OH 
i he request I have made to you that is. that when labourers who are not British subjects 
present complaints in your vice-consulate you should limil yourself to giving them th* 
advice abovc-mentinned to avoid that in their ignorance the rumour that you have 
come to prevent them working for the Spaniards should G- believed ; opart from this 
and wit bunt the negiws who are not British subjects perceiving it. you may denounce 
in writing to the curadur any fact which has been reported to you, and receive thi 
find h i n't of l fie fine if one is imposed, but without fading to inform those who are not 
British subjects that you only have to look after the interests of the latter, which will 
contribute to make the excitement disappear which has been produced ; I am trying to 
find out whii 3 jh 3 spread the news which l referred to in my preceding letter, and of which 
the chief of police alsu informed mo officially. 

Without doubt you have not understood well my letter when you eay that It 
appears from the letter you are answering that I have given orders that the men who 
are creating disturbance** should be arrested and the whole rigour of the law applied t« 
them ; aUo t 1 hat the labourers win. have abandoned the plantation/* should tie arrested and 
put in pmou* 1 told you that in view of what f had explained in my letter, 1 had 
given orders to 1 rv and find out who are the agents who apply themselves to produce 
th is sedition among the liibourerx, in order, should they be found, to apply to them the 
full rig ' jut of the la « ; and 1 have alsi* given orders to the curador that the labourers 
who hare abandoned their plantations should he taken to prison and arrested, and 1 
was referring to those who had abandoned the plantations without any justitication, 
and as the result of (he work of sedition, because it is not possible to allow insubordi* 
nation to spread to such a point as has happened in the last tew days, as it m impog&ble 
to imagine where such a state of affairs would lead to, 

1 am sorry that you have not understood well what I told you al>oiit offend era 
Put it I, the way you express it in your letter, it would be an enormity, and reading such 
u thing in your report it might be believed. I rnn glad that this had interpretation 
has given me an opportunity to treat the matter in writing, and I shall do so in the 
future. You told me of an individual who had stolen, and who had been given in prison 
SOI) lashes, and I answered that such an enormity was not possible, because (lie 
individual would have died, and l told you that flogging did not take place in prison, 
mid that only when some robbery or misdemeanour was committed the police gave ten 
iif fifteen fnshes to find it out. You answered that that was the Inquisition, and 1 
replied that that was not so, that nobody was ever flogged who had not committed 
some crime, hut only those who had committed theft and did not say where they had 


hidden the stolen poods, bemuse it happened constantly' t |'*‘ n finis!.’ Ihefr 
stolen Roods we* hidden in the tosh, sndif tboseerenot 

sentence, find in the bush wUt they ^ s okn retu*which bn,! 
foe of three or (our cases. I added that in ,,f ' c , m viriced tliat everything 

Wn eomroilted had been suppresso.1 In-f.iU', ■. >« • , . , . „ and the 

stolen would be recovered, uni that never mere tUn l “ ^ ' „ e same 

chief of police, who.,, I called in your presence and countries 

reuse «us I had told you I the 

were inapplicable to people as uncivilised as negroes are ir . [ CIl( j e d bv 

meauing of laws nor of the punishments, m whici > 1 ’ 11 ft «5| , without any- 

yf W*» 

Understand such a thing, which I later made f YYrstanlhu, as you wnte a 

Chief of police.. It a,,pears Hist to dal not k that the 

tiling which is impossible, and as I told yon w. .ora ^ J - , , hidden which is 

police gava fifteen f 6t that I cannot give you 

the permission you ask tor. because ' jLrffci 

lagrtigSSr^ you present in writing a complaint about any 
Sr * Spanish territory, tU-v* ■ * ? j *s. v t }, ere f or :L misdemeanour, and 

iudividnHl Id prison it will be attended to and ^ 

punishment i* an wlminratritive uue, «» >’ . f . g ^ a cr ^ mc ^ n d judicial 

Ttmv do so in the presence of the eree. o _ F" yj. i j whether be can or cannot 

--j^aosstffss ssim a. m - 

reporting on the treatment which you propose making to the pkntu- 

I have no objection tomato** & P ennis5il)I1 & , he owner of 

(iins. That is * J™ ^ tbetierson to give o* willitiold the permission to visit it; but it 
the plantation, who is the per* n g . orivate with the labourers, hut not 

is only in the vice-consuls, e , ..' ^ , ur rK|UC , st implies an oflence for tin- 

in private plantations or ,u «U» Wld,^ “ P MOTamt l OT% and, in 

pkntou ^ Govc^nent officials who it indicates a lack of 

general, for the whole UM W ■ „ without a protest. I enn aiaure 

tonfidence in our loyalty * _ ^ ^ - t ^ e presence of whom you like, with 

you that, you can ask a labourer who informs you of 

Swhtffr;*ved! but tot he Will' la. i, '.Yd. and he who has eomnnttcl an 

offence ps»M “ «'letter the cases of complaint present^ by you to 
In mi tHKj ^ E I did not remember that I had nrraugtd 

the colonial curador. I "did not - - f tJ ^pl^pts 0 f labourers, and 

wil h VOU that you would ^^ c “ f jther Cd them to th/colouud curadnr for bis 
would, according was recent or present them to him evmy Mond.i), 

inspection if the lll " lra ^ ,1 'y - f tiW iv« given by the curador; the reason ot CH.ug 
appeahng to me m ^ J® foibwLn^ ■ You having told me on the ^nd instant that 
those complaints was the | , * it would have been in a bad sense, and 

you had hod to prescui youi 1 ■ _ ^ exception of one) had no foundation, I 

“T? belief, L 1 have said to my 

note! the (act in ray “-tor ; iw the had treatment of labourers docs not exist 

Govcrninciit iu C T. *hatev. i thiit if you do not come here prejudiced v«ii will 

here--.that 1 have nojwbato u ^ ^ ^ h „, ,, 

v *>■;>;ifir eSskssrS 

l„ «, tw. JMaajJJJJJ?;} J} , lie kh»« mt awt M 

becaus*? of a bad action on t-n [ , . . »* the regulations are applied, 

c planter gives a blow or n w-ou ..hand if .to J J mg lt 

and if it is serious the case w h.m.L ^ _ i nt|t [U-treut hiapeople, but never- 

5a possible that the jk im/pdre* and Mora, your informut i.... 

^ su,it,!,y wst - for whict t° 7 ate 

;i08'2 q— 1] 
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r ut1 '^ ‘ '■ :l "I :| .nni her tSif e i.that, 1 1 1 try ill-treat their lnbotners, if happening generally 

■ ■' tlty- wh - heat tin- labourers an* those who have succeeded in becoming hendmeflt 
31111 i ! • lineii]]'Tnl»1« those punfchmtuits arc n * >t known to the mivna^m of the 
}' »-tic n ? st ins. of which they have more linn os ire given mfoi-niatinn, nrn? thru llw 

t,! ■ ' !l «ei>r jstiui.sherj with arrest in the barracks of kmomen [name of prison] bf 
:Li mmvloi. : an : ! h ivr ordered the nunvlor to inform me of the complaint* which yo« 
11 iy■■ ■ 1 1 1 asid i . f t] j riir nan 1 1u 1 .< ■ k eej i t ny 1 l over i l men t inK*rmc-H o f whnt hap\>ens witli 
reierenie to this subject, 

J naked iJ j“ eiiiM'[i>r concerning the ounjilaints whurli you mention in your letter. 

■ 1 ' he prilled - that he leas not enowti liimseiI' unwilling t" investigate the complaint 1 ; 

panted to him; and he asks me to suggest fen you that it, would lie convtunentjjji 
u\. i 1 ueeiijj'j-r-ata iiihu^s, to present sill complaints in writing to avoid mia tmrfc r- 
s 'lings, and the utiyuvr will la* in writing after t nformal ion has been obtained* 
And you rmi sure t hat this general Government does tint require supervision and 
1 mm-u-rs. : b ov«r the goo 3 trealmeiit of the labourers* because it is giving proojji 

that otn 1 ol tin suojVcts which cnost engage tta attention in the colony is that t* 1 
ftDQolwrate daily more the condition of the labourer, which generally ls better than that 
of a labourer in Europe. 

Xp impediment has been placed m the way of your investigations, and you havu 
recogrii.-a‘d that this has Ijccu SO; you wished to attend in thu euradm’iii to see the 
Contracts and the paying uflP and you were not only authorised to do so, but the 

■ ura tm- was ordered to give you eves 1 v kind of facility ; and you do not ignore because 
I have told Von so, Uuii thiit caused complaints on the part of an English firm, who 

skud me who was the t-urador, as you were even called the little enmdor, withnufl 
however* my taking any notice of that complaii j t, because my desire was, and is, that 
you should know m detail what the administration does, in the conviction that what 
is done is well done ami is being constantly bettered. 1 have Veen willing to facilitate 
w hut ever von liftw taken an interest in, but it U necessary to Ik- very careful with the 
negro-. Ijeciui&c it is possible, considering his weak intelligence, that misunderstanding 
v. hat is done for him, more conflicts may take place as in the first days of the month* 
when they El bin do lied the p! ant-a thins lie Cause it had Ijeen said that you had come fo 
'■m.uk them and to stop them working for lho Spaniards ; and you yourself acknow¬ 
ledged tE<e difficulty of your task. It is difficult to believe negroes who sav what is to 
their interest at the moment, winch does not prevent them fro in saying afterwords the 
opposite : and to understand the si iio of excitement which exists, it ought to be taken 
rntu account that the leas instructed people are, the easier it is to make them believe 
the most extraordinary things, and this may lead to extreme difficulties for tins colony, 
L fu4,t as it us ■ -nsy and humnn to adopt, from two things which have two interpretation 9 
r he rme which is not true, because It appears more natural (t), 

1| i nu aiv that you regret that you do net undorsland mv request that you should* 
as long a h 1 d.» not know the powers which the King's Exequatur confers on you, 
C'juiiue ynu&r-li to those oonsulnr functions which international law apportions to 
c uisuta, and I do not think that E have to explain to you what they are, ns thev are, 
surely only too. welt known to you, and doubt not that whatever complaint you may 
present concerning your countrymen will be preferentially treated as well as any 
ilemmciation which you nt4y make according to article 78 of the regulations concerning! 
native labour, ns lung as everything is dotio in writing. 

I v fore terminating, I Imvc t < inform you that the chief of the police informed me 
officially on the 4th instant that a*labourer of the firm Ambas Bay, who for repeated 
drunkenness and scandal in the public streets was undergoing one mouth's arrest, was 
j'Ut in lilierty at your miuest, to be paid off and embarked for his country, you 
unsure tug tbut nothing wmild happen, but t-hrii a few days afterwards he saw with 
surprise that the man had been arrested again for drunken ness and theft, having been:' 
plntvd at the disposal of the judge of inst ruction, and the chief of police reuxets that 
that should have happened, sis you had maile youraelf responsible. 

I have, ckc. 

ANGEL BAHltEKA. 
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Enclosure ti in No. L 

r*fcOm««l SmtiVbonea to Ornerm-Gencral oj ike Spanish i'oeec^iOM ,«t the 

Gulf of Ultima. 

Sf. ' PcffUtTiao Pa f J line 11 * I J1 ■>* 

4 ”l *H\VF°thi* liouour to adcacwMs? <4 J«w ExeeH«“*-y' 9 lKter . ol ' J|* 

rth J! Of ci«.|Swits .. U* rno by wncerning the 

Wc Mkr^i ywxe Exodl^ to ouch a oon^bl* 

<**■11.' yis voiir lixcolleucy. on tta !Hl. »i«uu.t. »•<» w-** 1 »o»P«^ lB 

1 '•‘•i-; i, p i "ir’SS twwsrrn«i i w 

<mU,u. ^V^^fltTvLTExceUeaeyaho^ eomuUr that m «him *M 

. r .ik ti~l. S, ^ioBt is presoot. 

P* >•« n.iM.l freely if be , l )d pun isbed for odlnw on M to 

fa. ViTrSlntoCih.r^orde^ which your E*c*lh.,.ey If 
P^ti ct them. But 1 ™ ’ , « l. 1w v»*iin internretedin that seiise- 

•««ntiy given, nie»ti°ued in your letter im. or op . Lilioriu on the I4lh Februttfv 
b I iL 1 nm* tba contract mg or „ til oontruote ^ 

W, but I did not know that any sjiecinl facility [ ., u blic street I only 

"wile in public, and in tbat piirtiouliir i'Jow '.'E;™ i oi,m«uiy (Liuiit>-'il). told 

’"ntured to interfere wtou.thu ^«n* ol the A,tn^bas Bey 

tile Curador that his decision in not ' r UWII fe - J „ . Eiieak to that official 

*« ■ ridiculous," by saying that Icims.dercd it “'“‘'"’f’XL of^^reuta of the 
inhat manner. I also interfered by asking tvhen the t.-un. .. ■ krietemd. It 

t"“ out the insLiuetipne he had received 

Icn appeared tUi e “ lll08e ))nrt iimlai. were registered for the hmt 

tins rapect On “ ° ‘p tUe ^dor. I lave not yet seen lays being 

' ‘tie, us 1 was told \u t ) \ 7 ■ j j.^ t | K . t . U iadnr to receive me. 

E^id offexwpt incidental iy «b. > .B fum Excellency that I am very 

l have already , tl ’ t 1 , u| col „u| n i rj against me on the 4tK instant 

SS'STSSJ^"^tb^tehim W facte of the case li,. complains al«mt ™ the 
2nd instant. They are ns iblWs:- . . , „ - 


mstani. mmjj „ ff , _. 

f-. n OH Itimo 1 received a letter from the agent of the Ambna Boy iradn- 
On thv 21st ultuno L rmiveu « J nam «l Cuntahiaa, whose time 

Company (Limited), mloinnng me *«* *“ * p a a applications both to 

&t£5S£ SS S&-: ; " J & ** bi ™ homo * the sto,Tns,,ip 

" • ’}“>" ttol '’Tdl'd m'th^Wfof the police and told him of this ease. After « 
l therou^n called on «>n • : ^ cl]r , ulor al ,d fofcrm him that the - hn-fni 

Xi wt dibcussmn I and ibut l tK*»ewadm-Hbortlv .ifterwardB 

% police 7 willingtSfflaS 1 had done. *ijm b-nUy 

billed at the AmlftH Uij ^ompii > hv the bead ufthe I naked 

HlJ rpri&ed to find that CuUtabjsft i»i‘d hSl . J * ^., Lfl j l)nft l personally explained 
should hj mi suggested that Considering Uoiitabisa^ 

to the sub-cmidor what hat h. j [. - bv thu cutftdor mi til a steamer arrived, 

Miimt ton to drink, he should Upt 11 1 , L Ul ^ pa y off. A fi# days aft&n 

I Lhen Ml i lm cu radon a without ^ h , L was not m the eumdor'e 

2^ I — B1UC K r SSa up m a room m the Ambus 

^ Ian w- with t0W 

*% ( ompuEiv s bouse, iruni wmui i - 

itODEBT T. SMALLBOXES. 
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Section 1. 


No. 1 


; Viee-CxHttU Smallioaet to Sir Edward (Steeived July 21.) 

Fcrtuindo Po> June 30, l^l-a- 

■ lf ' . l t «..| t receive) I telegraphic instruct ion a from 

I HAVE the honour to report that I w* w f u ]\ f or reporting; U> 

H^'supeiTUtendiug consul to report by the first u t J . ' p r Fernando po from 
■4 Ilia there art strong bbjectfoM to the MppV «f «•"»*» ,or * rtnMW ° 

Bti t SZpartl. «f*e inh instant I have t 

£££«* to *.iced -utlrtritlrt 00 

thoo^t of complaint, which Liverpool ( y 

On the 13tli instant the agent of M«js»rs- Johi■ Uolt anu ^ ' w '^.V, try trt 

landed here eight boya from Gambia, and a J e ! ',,,> r tim' to be written by the 

rtt more from there, lie showed me a «op>'° “ , V(IS no objection to 

Colonial Secretary, Gambia, ,., which tl.ut olherd* to .hat . h. J , have 

- -Mr ■*»«* s " 

BWnaado Po. „ ... . j rt f 1 that other firms 

j-irn^fiSStftaSfessswtoss 

demonstrated. AH tlie mo i re - •. ' with labour, have received 

NtitWi firm trading bore, who - liavo beeii anpp_} |$| . u;sll 9teamor recently 

Ld wriaiis for some time. I *“ ^ 2 r^X“ ,“d informed him that the 
in Santa Isabel that the agent 0 , „ j t a0 ^ a naille that lie was unable 

already there returned; labourers. I underetaud. is that tbay are 

The chief complaint „f t a- hd« ■; < “gVt A are coming for a Sr tish 

faCSStwHh 'to queatiZ'at L loogtb'io “f Irtter to the curador .1 «- 

astl! instant. ,„ v « reason* why in my opinion, the complaints of laboured 

In that letter I ^ , ^ing^oontracts should he investigated, 

tljat they ««w deomwd <* lading s 1 having informed me that a former 

Tin- person 1 ioIcih.- ,rikinir routricte ibr is. Iont^r period than iiicy wished is a 

Jtowlor in^ted on lul^urfi^nwki ^ ^ ^ German consul. His firm import 
M. Ku.se, ngeut l;*v Messrs- ■*- 11- * : 1 nimose of giving them lo other farmers. 

Wurere Sir their .«« fa™} fflug l Wsny (bbmted), not in order 

, ^^nVim'r^h i-oy im Aed/but on the JBh-K« *» *““* 

wiliavll hin 1 '1 ^ npvvntl v—.lrniT! .dTriaiuTiourera through Messrs. AV^chcr 

Messrs. K.H. ? l,| i ,t f,A l . / M K . ise told me that hi* firm undertook to w 

and Helm, of la- r.n ami 1 ial ^ J Xr twelve months' work. When he brought 
that the* hoys would retain ,, , refuaed to make such a contract, and 

boys to be cnnt.itoto .1 tor un» yeai. M. ' tirm to see that the boya 

when M, Kaso pointed out that h » Acurador. and that he would 

w r sent hack *-***■*£^ The boya for three years, 

allow no one to mterfere ^vari 3 

[1S02 it- 1] 

































M. haw said that he always repatriated the hors after one year, as is oewli 

T gU f t at,OUB ’ " b - v “ ut , u “ 1 c°Me»t/ an/arranged with formers to wh3 I 

, ,T S , tfl d " the same. But he mentioned the case of one Mann i.- 

theeimir ^ P* t lr “- VOT '^ /[!'« appealed to M. Knee, who took then. t. 
the curndor Ml Puente then told him that the boys bad freely contracted for tJtfi I 

are -‘•i’i’” 1 to having hia good faith thus questioned. Two of these boO 

^deretww r This «®*ma«on wasgiveu me e„ A 

omfi^ntial * ^ UM ' " f “ “ “ tIcs l !:lteh it would he treated as strict!? 

h** S5£, “ f . int ? res ‘> “««Pt th ™» already mentioned, in which the cured* 

has informed m& that he has taken any action are the follow me 

repatriated? 1 ” 0- '^ by ^ Awb “ ^ Tny|iri S Cumpny ( limited), was paid off asi 
Moororia ' tITT” £ h *T d ** «'*«« 100 P™*. for flogging Ku*, a native d 

^r:f t h?r 0 ^rr t!oned iu 1 paraemph but ° ne * «* ^ * * 

•' Mrs. < arnor,” correctly Mrs Garner, mentioned by me as not having paid Jidiki- 
is ,,t at present m Fernando Po, but if any „f her labourers who have finished ths* " 
Ci-n.r.u.ts insist on being paid otl the ciiriuh.r will seize her property for that purpose. 

isve not been asked to Le present at any proceedings, though I believe ai 

G^ZrC beW iT to ^ ma< J e by E- A. Davis’s hoys. I understood t-ha 

Govenjor-GeneraJ to say that such a permission could not be given me, ns it would bi 
prejudicial to the preiitige of the Spanish authorities 

%* *" fT .oecnfod in the 7tl. paragraph of my despatch of tb| 

,t instant. M Machado is not the manager of the plantation “La Vi to tan*.' 

mv fir'lt “it S y to_ Imitnhty were meant to apply to him. I became aware uf 
££, T j he " ¥' K T ,nfon T d rae tnat tho Government of the Germany colony A 

& v&zFiv&zz aargs? i,aving "*&*>'* !*»*•*■ 

1 have, Ac, 

itOBERT T. SM ALLBONES. 


Enclosure 1 m No. ]. 

Vice-Consul Smollhone# to Colonial Curador, Fernando Po. 

Sir 

1 t imvtt j , . . , Fmiwdo Po, Jww U, 1913 . 

I iAV h the honour to inform you that Sarra, n native of the Befen Condi 

employed by A mow Almeida, complained to me this day that he wastaught 'w 
J“l p, j '- v u> J d , tliat /» eras going to an English place. When taken Wore 

: '"™“f ,e ,nuk ° a contract for five years, by lieing told that if he did 

for a shoi it period. ** S M “ VBi “ to U •“‘"••4*0 » contract 

He alm> comptamed that his muster. Antonio Almeida, who he save was very good 
to li.m, has left (or Europe, and that, the man lelt in charge of the plantation ill-treat* 


Mold him that I could do nothing for him as vice-consul as he is not a British 
subject , but that I would write to you on his behalf. The boy apprehends that his 
muster tnu} ilLlreat him for having called oo me, 

I anii &c. 

ROBEin' T. SMALLB0KE8. 


Enclosure 2 in No. j. 

Yiat^Cormtl SmaVbort* .v io (Xkatial Cura dor, Fernando Po * 


Sir, 


1 n imitL L a , * v V Frmando Po t June 12, 1913. 

I UAV h the honour to put the h.llmvn^ facts on record : Lewis, a native of Sierra 
Jfojie, w * a . otm the men who complained to me on the 2nd instant of being 
U-treated by bus timpl jyera, Messrs. PereK and Morn, presented himself hem th£ 


afteruooo and stated that yesterday about 3 r.M. he with other ^ure» was «pgaged 
iu dcaniao the uudurgrowtl. ta the plantation with a cudasa He and sw other r ea 
hail fallen I ichiinl the rest of the labourer* who were working m a b*» 
white overseer, a Spaniard, approached them and asked why th« h« ^ 

Lewis explained that the bit of land they had cleaned was more 1 th d w hey h.« 
vaeoumeLl stamps which had to bn cut down. J«.,s il^lliw ^n^ra.o 
beat Lewis with a largo stick on the bark and arm He .dao U <1 lum oat . - kJ ® 

t„ idvr him a lesson not to Cull ou me m |wseni his complaints. \**» *« '« * * 
tha g t Jesus, when lie saw that he had considerably injured him, bandaged hm aim . 

E “ V2 Uwi s !I '^in8tated that ill-ticatmcnt on the part of 

I naturally (Seed why he had never complained to the curmlor. II. nhi.I hi iw i 
m "Sthe had afways been sent away without anyth,ng !.,,«« done 

1 presented this man personally to you, and you were good enough ^ sa> tin 
would be at once sent to hospital and would not have to return t» >e !' 

^ ‘sroidiHWa^^^ertions Iw found correct t have the lionour to 
contract may be considered terminated accordingto.chapter 6 "J SbS 

Labour Regulations in force in this colony and that the man may lie repatriated. 
a I am, Ac. 

EGBERT T. SMALLDONhS. 


Enclosing 3 in No. 1* 

Twc-Coji^tl Smatibon** to Colonial Curadar, Fernando Po, 

j,. Fernando Po, June 14 s 1913. + 

I BEG to inform you that Joe, u iiativo of Sierra Leone employed by Antomo 
Perei 2S£SZl-to .no to-day that he is no. paid half his waguw by Ins rmpl^ 
according to the 'law. At least that .s what I undcrstajid, as « s “ 
Contracted at 1 dollars a-month and sometimes » only 5*T «vi 

his master He says he has applied to you on two occasions and that )<« 
p^d him redress, but that Ins roaster has taken no notice of your orders if you 

gavcMtiern. ^ „Kurils the methods of contracting Uhourm* in this 

colony employed in the past, that tins man complains that he was ne T“' “W. (l 
L f V l wKti terms ho wished to be contracted He says he was simply iak\ by 

w,^r;ri;; ;,ii“rht: ihat h„ was enn^ **«*; > rr , r i ^ ^ 

to the cured,>r not a word was said so him m any language he understood. 

This man bus some disease which affects Cm penis; ho complains that his master 

has not aunt him to hospital* 

1 (till, OvC 1 

EGBERT 1\ SMALLBONE& 


Enclosure 4 in No* 1. 

Viee-Contul S-maUboncs to Colonial Suh-Ctirador, Fernando Po. 

Fcrnahdfo Po, June 17» 191.L 

. i SftHftS, aUktTWfSSh-iTSTl^SiS 

l "" EldM*. mi'llioilly » lo 

the flogging received. j am> &c . 

ROBERT T. 8MALLB0NES. 
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Eualostiro 5 in No. 1 . 

Vice-Consul Bmallhoitea i" Colonial Cur ad or, Fernando I'o. 

Sir, Fernando 1% Jum IS, 1913- 

1 BEG to inform you that Mussa, a headman,, and eight boys, hII natives of 
Sierra Leone, employed by I’tuu (!') Perez, complained tv me this morning that the 
4 l cabo," or white Sergeant, from Ensile, came yesterday to their plantation and flogged 
them. They say lie returned this morning when they were starting For work smd 
flogged them again. 

They are unable to say what the “cabo 1 " had to do with the plantation they are 
working on. 

I am, &c. 

ROBERT T. SMALLBONES. 


Enclosure Li in No. 1 . 


Vice-Coumd BmaUhanm to Colonial Oitrador, Fernando Po. 

Sir, F&m&ndo Po, June IS, 1913. 

I BEG to refer to my letter of this morning on the subject of a complaint, made 
by Mussa. 

At 12*30 i\m. Mussa returned aloim to my house and inarmed me that it native 
clerk in your office, having read my letter above referred to, he warned Mmss that 
complaints were not to be made at ihis vice-consulate, and then ordered him and the 
other eight natives to work at the back of the curadonu ils if they wore being punished 
for an offence. 

I need hardly point out that to deal in this manner with natives cause they wish 
to com]>Jam to you, or because they have complained to me, would be entirely at 
variance with the letter and spirit of the regulations in force in this colony. 

1 have tiie honour to enquire, should, the above facts be found correct, what power 
the native clerks in your office hove tit order natives io work without your instructions, 
and what punishment is inflicted on them should they exceed those }K>wers. 

1 did, dec, 

ROBERT T. 8 MALLBONES. 


Enclosure i in No. L 


Vice-CoTi&ul SmaUbtmes to Colonial Curador„ Femtmdo Po. 


Sir, Fernando Pu, June 1&, 1913. 

I BEG to send you with this letter Adengue, a native of Lagos, employed by a 
Mr. Johnson, He complains that yestr-rday and this morning he was beaten by hie 
muster's son. 

He says he has been with Mr* JnJmson for two years and six months, lnit tluit at 
the time of making his eoutrud he was given to understand that it was for two years 
only, later he was told that it was lor three years* he had signed. 

1 am, && 

‘ ROBERT T. SMALLBONES. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 1, 

yh'r-CGimd SmaU&imt* U j f'olouial Curador* Fema/nda Co. 

Sir + Fernando Fo t June 20, 1913. 

£ 0 ^ I BEG to refer to my letter of the 17th instant, and a previous one on the subject 
of one Lda or Laba, a native of Sierra Leone, 

This man called on me late this afternoon and informed me that he was being 
medically treated in the hospital, but that he was receiving no food. 1 asked him why he 



Htf said he had been to vour office, aud that he had been told 
.^ar no food ould fie given hto I* ** he “ 

lipag on the charity oi one of his eousitrymui. 

3 ROBERT T. SMALLDONES. 


Enclosure 9 in No, 

Vkt.-Vowsnl Smaffltoe* to Colonial Curador, Fernando I'o. 

~ Fernando I'o, June 22, HM3. 

’ T ,K.* Tom Davis a native of Sierra Leone, employ*■ “y 

Kemr*. IW and Mora, who already «tod on you «Mbc Ws h«ea 

m* this day that ho w sick and therefore unable to work. It appears 

that t,oe finished to contrast for three year* three months 
Aft} Hut still is not allowed to return to his country. t r- ftna 

P‘ He further complains that he and ton 

I W-e **£* m *^*1* £ SToiSt to ttoe years, and 
wrador here they were told that ttiey two to nut. . , tu llo so 

although they prattled that they would only sign for one they o. r. 
fop three , 

He repeats the complaints about ill-treatment. 

a, R0BERT T. SMALLBONES. 


Enclosure 10 in No. L 

Vice-Consul Smallhones to Colonial Curador, Fernando Pu. 

n. Fernando Pu, June 1913. 

1,1 T RF Q to ; u f orm you that Joaiah, a native of Sierra Leonocmployed by Mr. Ernest 

SrurS£ft.^ aKgsS .rrJwsBr * 

ter' z?£zi+iz£& i «. b. ™««i4««*» - ■“ - 

“"mL 1 ZSSn”'«. ..taw*. «. T rf MB “* 

4.U U, I. ; ,n- 

uifSsrStessteid fftei.»«*"» ^ '•*“ *• “ ,b “ 

tftu 1 am, kc. 

KOBEilT T. SilALUlONES. 


Endoflttre 11 in No. 1. 

Vitc-Con*n! Smctllbtmee to Colonial Curador, Fernando Pa. 

Fernando Po r June 22, I91J. 

■ .j.,.. 4 ■ - a that J nines, a native of Sicrru Lmme employed by Mr. Ernest 

1 IlEt ■ Lo lutoim v , j i. v that he bitd received no mtions from Iub 

Bavbi, of Small LaUn, cumpkmed U> m to-da> that 

employer for the last *^* e ^*t_ hrtn a bove mentioned. Seven British subjects 
Aesteriky I visited Mr , r ^em ivhcth&r they were ml eut with 

wtre presented to mo for registraLui. , d - d ^ ^ pxeS ence of Mr. Davie, 

the treatment they received Irom . \ j " - t v ie Goveruor-Geueral, but very 

in ■deference to the wishes expressed by his Excellency tne c 

[18U2 a?—1] 
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much against my o\m judgment. They said they were content, but one Ik>v standing 
almost behind me, whore he' uild mot be noticed easily by Ida employer T said distinctly' 
" They humbug*" I turned round and asked, “ Who"is hum bilging? H The boy the* 
^iw that Air. Davis was paying a fctention, and said: “I hare eaid nothing .' 1 I turned 
hack to the other meu, and shortly afterwards the same thing happened again, 

James now informs mo that on the 2nd instant Davis warned all hi/men that If 
would have them put in gaol it they complained to me* It therefore seems prohibit 
that the men. yesterday were intimidated by their master’s presence. James was net 
on the firm when 1 called there. 

11irn, Ac* 

ROBERT T. SMALLUONES. 


m force in this colony may bo. the native, will «o.»i.W that Uiq-w.' Kgi« 

.. . (f the curador seems to enforce the doctrine that their nwster 


irikiterable tyranny if 
4ci no wrong. 

The raise 


under an 
eon 


mentioned 


of the labourers questioned by mo in Mr. Ihtvws P«s® 'g> . , 

ttove, will, I think, prove to your Excellency that little »|> ^' ied 1 

wide nee of boys if they are questioned m the presentee ot the.r master*. 

I have, Ac* 

ROBERT T. SMALLBON ES* 




I Enclosure 12 in No* 1 . 

T l r f r - f’on kuI H mu Phone a to Colonial Cura dor, Fernando Po, 


^* r i Fernando Po ? Jims 23, 1913. . 

[ DE(t to inform you that John nr Johnnie, a native of Nigeria employed by 
Jeronimo Lopeig to whose case I drew your special attention m my letter of the ] Oth instant 
cailcil *111 mi 1 yesterday and told me that he had been sent to pii&m for about eight days 
tf.D l teach him sense not to complain again.’' Yon were good enough to inform me to-day 
that the boy in -pication had l>eeu impriwuied for being impertinent to his master, 

I Ida Wy enuipkmed yesterday tfiai lie bad received no food on Saturday* 

I regret tnat I understood you to say that lus complaint, of the manner in which 
he was brought to this colony would not be investigated. 

I am, Ac. 

ROBERT T. SMALLBQNES* 


: Enclosure 13 in No. I. 

V iced. 'onswi SnvilUxntes to Gormun^Gcnem t of the Sj^nish Pox toss ion* in the 

Gulf of G ninea, Fernando Po. 

Your Excellency, Fernando Po, June 23, 1913, 

I IIA \ E i he honour to enclose herewith copy of a letter I addressed yesterday to 
the curador on the subject of a complaint made by -lames, a native of Sierra Leone, 
against his master, Air, Ernest Davie, of Small Luka. 

Air, Davis called on me yesterday morning in connection with that complaint, and 
informed me that the other boys mentioned in my letter to the curador were in 
Santa Isabel, ai id that tie would produce them as wi incases to prove that J am es was 
telling lies. 

f called on the curador ftome time after sending Uur enclosed letter,, and he informed 
me that, having beard the witnesses Air. Davis produced, he had found the complaint 
well-founded and had fined Afr; Davis at) pesetas I asked whether he had informed 
James of this fine. He said h© bud not, as be considered that thy master would lose all 
moral ftme with his Labourers if they knew that be had been fined. 

I have the honour to draw your Excellency’s attention to the fact that, according 
to the fourth paragraph of your Excellency's letter to me of the 7th instant, your 
Excellency had expressly ordered AL Puente* one of M. Drum men's predecessors, that 
labourers should he informed of fines imposed on their umatere, 

] liavc asked all the labourers who navr complained to me of ill-treatment whether 
they had called on the curador*. Those who had either said that they were ordered l«u?k 
it> work or that their master denied their charges and that they were then Kent to prison 
I have ohserred with great regret that the natives appear to have no confidence in the 
justice or impartiality of the curador* Nor 1 * that to Lo wondered at if the muster is 
m no case punish ml ns far ft#? they know. 

The '‘moral force the curador speaks of should, in my opinion, be called the 
“ force of tear*" To the native mind the curador, under thee#? cireuinstances, must 
become, not their guard ran and protector, but an unjust judge, who either simply agrees 
to the suffering inflicted on them or even endorses it. with still further punishment. 
Your Excellency will probably agree with me that, however benevolent the regulations 


Vice 


Enclosure 14 in No* 1. 

Consul SniaUhonee to G<mr«ar&wral of the Spanish Possession* in the 
Guff of Guinea* Fernando Po* 


V;mr Excellency, 


F&tytando J'o t June 2 »u L-H3■ 

I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith copies of two letters I adtDessed to t e 
tettdJ* the 18 th instant on the suhjeet of a complaint made by Vtmm. and «#» 

bp 3S T tlTmm* me verbally that only one of th^ men w^a 

Wd?Der entries were admittedly not in-idr in the - , , i. vthiu« r like 

■u u Jce> Iv from which a labourer* nationality could be gathered with «uvthi £<•« 
7 rnavabo point out that, because a native mav have been shipped tn» a 
Liberian port, tins cannot ho accented as pool positive that he IS a L'beru a 

in Xes in which an individual claims to be a native of a British colottj. a™ 

C " .1 *> tt. to. W*. e i.g » M in M ™ ...» 

lie kept no overseer there, hut that the Sergeant in Basde who «cte as curtnW id ? 
after the fa.™. I need liardly point out to your Excellency that such a positio P 

to serious ohjectio... tbrt , J„ fact, the native dork in the curadoria 

ordercd^W and L other men to work at the back of his office, and he seemed to 

^pprovu Lift clerk's action. 

Your Excellency is aware that 

cf punishment imposed OD lalaiuicrs 

Called ou mv, and who appeal 


that particular kind of work in the recognised term 
iltv of ru offence. To treat those who nav e 




to the curador tor protection 

finished seeing to me most'uufort-mate. Incidents like these ex 
seem to have test all confidence in the cure,dor. 


as 


if 


they wt-rc hobig 
why the native, 


have, &c* 
ROBERT 


T, SMALLBONES. 


Sir 


Enclosure 15 in N(». L 

Vice-Consul StmUbomB t o Colonial Curador* leniandn Jo. 

Perwirtdo Po, June 2 ti, 1913, 

I BEG 10 acknowledge receipt of von, • letter of this day, sending twenty labourers 

lorn Sierra Leone employed at■ 0 f Sierra Leone, employed on 

Vt 9,",,.^® f 4t ^ in"San Carlo* called « mo about 4-30 P.M. and informed me tlmt he 
Mm. Collins’s farm in San Carlos, rall^ Knox an{3 mmi . by Mr. Nicol, had loti 

wnl twenty Other llV aL«I n.-e I, for the purpose of vailing 0» «*• 

&u. Carioa on Sund^«“Wg, ^ ed fc the aat horities here by the eteemship 

Thair demrture had mi-R Moudav and they were met by policemen, who took 

l-lobey, whu* bU’satd he was sick, and had been given a note 

tehTS;w “ rf thpr “ w wro * to ,,,fi hret 

te Inform me of what had happened. 




















8 


I looked for you but, wnn nimble to find you t rind was eventually informed that von 
hml probably gone on board the “ Infanta Isabel.” 1 then called on hk Excellency ti» 
Governor-General to explain what ! had heard. He promised me that the hoys would 
he sent to my oh ice, as- you very kindly have done now. I have asked these nWji 
whether they came to see you or me, and they srud that they had heard of my present 
in Santa Isabel and had therefore corny here; hut when they were Arrested by the 
police and brought before you they thought it more prudent to my they had some to 
see you, as they did not know what might happen to them if they said they had coral 
to see me. 


_ 11 is Excellency has already informed mo in conversation of the accusations maJj 
against Mr. Nicof who will be prosecuted on his return to Fernando Po front Sierra 
I-eonr. 1 undarstOiJ'l that thu case will he decided in the ( anarica. 

The labourers employed by Mr. Knox told me that you were good enough to 
question each one of them individually as to their complaints I therefore did not 
question them myself in detail. Their complaint seems to las that they are ill-treated, 
that they receive insufficient f ( >od t and that they are not properly medically attended 
when sick, and that therefore the death-rare on the plantation h "very high. 1 diall be 
very much obUgbed if you will eventually inform me whether you have found that 
complaint well-founded, and if so, what, punishment you have inflicted on the 
employer. 

1 told Kiccl’s boys what was Seeing done, and warned the others that they would 
have to finish their contracts. At the same time I translated to them the chapter 
of the regulations printed in the contract books which makes the employer liable te 
a fines of 100 pesetas if he beats them; but I warned them to be obedient and industrious 
or else they could be punished by you. They seemed to be ignorant of the clause 
iu their contract which makes it illegal for their employer to inflict corporal 
punishment. 


Sana Camara, whom I mentioned above, was sent by me to hospital. He complain* 
that he was working on the steamship “BfckanaJ and that when in this port he was 
banded over by the captain of that vessel Lo Mrs, Collins's (jon, who came on board 
He was taken Wore the eumdor, and although he asked not be contracted for more 
than eighteen mouths he was contracted for four years, two of which he has finished- 
lb 1 also complains that his food is insufficient, that the Monrovian. headman on the 
farm licats him. and that he has to work on Sundays. He wishes to be repatriated, 
or at leant that he may be allowed to work For Mrs. Collins here, where there are 
some countrymen of Ins, Instead of at San Carlos, where there are none on that 
particular farm. 


I am, Ac, 

ROBERT T* SMALLBONES. 


Enclosure 10 in No. L 

I tcv-CoSnuiUbon&t to Colonial Carador , Fernando l J o. 

Sir > . Fernando Po, June £8, 1913, 

I BiM r to send you with this letter Joeiah, u native of Sierra Leone, who 
complains that he finished a contract of three years with Dr. Enrique de Virto, of 
Ban Carlos last Tuesday, but that he was not paid the wages due to him. lie says 
that the eumdor or governor in San Carlos wished to Force him to mako a new 
contract with I tun Peres, and that ho hit him in the face when lie refused to agree. 

On the I7th February and on the 21 st May last l drew the attention of bis 
Excellency the Governor-General to the ease of several British subjects who had 
finished contracts with Dr, Enrique de Virto without being paid, 3 have m far 
received no reply to those letters, 

Yambashu* or Yiunbcutu, mentioned in my letter of the 23rd instant to you smd in 
your reply ot the 24th (No, 102 ) was also employed by Dr, Enrique. I gave Lhe name 
of his employer as Hcndiga (?) owing to the Ijad'prentuicktiou of the man* Ho eaUed 
again tins morning to present Josiaii to me. 

1 am, Ac. 

ROBERT T. SMALL HON ES. 


U 


Enclosure 17 in No, 1. 


Vice-Consul Smdlbones to Colonial Curator, Fernando P<>. 


I RFfi to inform vou that By, a native of Sierra Leone employed hv E. 

8. jiS^SpSS to Z oa V» *& mstont that bewasbrougL **~~*£> 

... .1 1 } EE _ J* [ L....U n nnrtHMl 11V Mr 


II M..VU*,complained to me on the 23rd umtant »« h 7 «™ « 

Oder fulae pretences by “ Bin" L>«™. apperetttly W B Dnv^ " L .Wj 0 *f* 
...fin __j .. iJir w foh M’- Tkivia be was handed over to Messrs. it- .uomz. 



Fernando Po, June 2S, t'Fl3. 


' Davie, apparently ur, ir, «■ 77 u V f "1, 

ZA'SkZil filf Witt Mr,Davi s ‘lle waUded over to Motors. E. H. Mon to 

HetisQiYinlains that the food given him is not sufficient, . . » 

f S « tUy SurLkftma™, » m tive of «5erm. I~ gg£ 

Ittorito complamed that ho was taken from Ins native country bv Big 
HU hewaa taking him to fWidi where be would earn It. Ifl*. 

V. have known dm* the police in Sierra Leone memtod * ■ ' 

natives to leave the country except under Oertain ooadibom. W ben brough l,l “™ 
Weal once taken Wow, and L beard Davis being; qucste-n.-d byayd ieem an, but 

H be was quite content to go to Second!, h. W "*»>****& fc ^ wauLl to 
Police. When taker, before the cinder Fermndo Po be p ‘ 1 > “ “ l / * „.ho 

£: aassssra# t "'y 4 ^ - >* ~2— 

^ —a* 

femau firm. master does nut give them sufficient time 

dfarm master throws it on the ground it lie Judi them taking it back .« vmk ■»* 
[thS? im-’bso informed me that Fulls, a country,nm. 

md who was' Iwougbt here under the same circumstances, was beaten (In hut tim 

^ftipkiaod of being sick and wa^ mnt back to yrk. E U. Moritz, 

Tin- sdine ilftv Sautiki, a native of Sierra Loouc employe*I hj m ... ■ 

53fS*ii5‘-*iK*r 

ffiStf. «•.—rr *“ "st-sres 

it K Idlicr 7,-rc Begged, and that when they complained at your ofl.ee M. Kaet 

*te eaUed. and tl,at Aey were then tont to gaol ;h FlJh ftni San tiki 

CtoaStouUy' * H ' ^ ^** 

' '■ before the curador - - * 


ougp U-dbre the OT rf ^ , gt JmWi ifl09, regulations were published, the 

.wXrfSM'TCt, qhOto ire in full two pamgraplm of those regn- 

tioil.H ■ — 


Second paragraph: 

„ Tl t nt or individuals who neeeittiiate and wish re engage l»l»u«ra 

1 he pi uitora* fifet-ute* t foi,tract them, may ubtum them by oontraftiug 

** or those of to General Govern- 

ben, More the 0 *a»l 1 • _ - J eatrnUm of the distriots of Bata and 

Went in l.Wpcu* and bai. §» employer and the name 

Elohey ; but the contract shall ^LrirateaSaWl. the labourer 

i! p 1, i; ‘V. . T'T^Wtor « a,*vant •& i» taken from one <>l these farm* or 

poperties to anothm-belonging to t v tom, ( . Mfcr* the respect, ye 

*Wrer whoso tranatar is ; b, ; ,k ; U A ' todUmmaaU condition has been 

tottdor or Ills delegate, and that ..facwh .liter turn . wk al „, tt | w , „oting it, 

fllfiW. will authorise the it , 10 ted, in the cot, tracts refertml to i» 

n givuii; the neewsaury notice jor , ^ i i m 

3 G of the provisicmvl reflations ot native. . ^ 


[1302 x—l] 
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a nd 


Third paragraph : 

livery employer who abandons i1 \a fbrm T industry, or property, for the atTvd 
wearing of which ho has contracted labourers, or who fur uom Mother veiwm d<* 
i"-( tejiiire ,,r does not wish to keep all or some of those he contracted, may dv© tto# 
lo another employer who offers the aeentity stipulate! in the first pairiumnlT with th 
previous free consent of the labourer also expressed before the eturathir or the respect 
delegate, a nil this handing over shall he legalised and noted in n similar mariner to 
noted m the above paragraph, and the original contract sliall be renewed ®trl 
according to the rule® kid down for the ease of the change of ownership in or tM 
leasing ol a property in article 7G of the abov^mentinned regulations/' 

Article 76 nays that if the control of a farm is temporarily or pennanentty 
transferred, except through inheritance, the contract® have to t*> made again for iSP 
tunc still ramming of the original contract. 

\\ the statement matte by the above-mentioned men that they were bandnl 
u> * .lossiit h. il. Moritz by Davis without- being again pr. sen tel to the tuirador i 
Correct, I venture to suggest that they are not legally .•..utn.cu-.L Ami :w time dea* 
to return to tlieir native country as soon as possible. \ leg In ennuiiw wh.-ilmr tWi 
could I jo paid on aiirl fepn trialed at an early date. 

1 fuu i ’ 11 ni'-’i ^ri to be ] ievi- t hat the re-julat ions above referred to were not al wad 
earned out, I he agent of the Am has Bay Trading Company (Limited) luiiniainM P 
nie that his hrm were reeponsible for the food, pay, and repatriation of Liberia* 
imp orted by them oven after they had been handed over to some plantation which tl«l 
hrm neither owm, nor manage®* nor administrates, M. Pescador, with whom * 
curador I dismissed tbi* question on the Nth February last, thought this content^ 
wo* correct, until I showed him the two paragraphs above quote], lie then ehruigrf 
, and said that the name nt the firm only fitmred in tl 


which were not to apply to himself. I should not be surprised if tha« other mss 
think they were only witracted for one yen,-. end if they wnpUm when they hay to 
stay longer that they have been tricked. I mention this case to show lhat with™t at y 
m ,L Ms OH part of the curador, labourers mqf conceivably lime entered into 

contracts the precise nature of which was not dear to them. , T 

I 3. 1 hove been informed confidentially, by a person in whose veracity I )*»?J*™*7 
confidence, that M. Puente when curador did insist on laborers making contracts fo 
longer j>cricnl than they wished. 

venture to think that complaint® made by native® that they wto 
f or certain time cannot lie dismissed us untrue without an 


ins opinion*, and said that the name of the firm only figured in tlie contract for tl# 
purpose «f sliowiiLg who imported the labourers for reference when they were repatriated 
1 he same day I saw some Liberians Ixung icontracted, and the contract was consider^' 
iiiEu.e and legally binding on them, although it was not decided on what farm the/ 
were going to work, nor whether they wea> to work for the Ambas Bay Trading 
Company (Limited) or for some other employer. Those details, [ underatood, wetf 
usually com man looted to the cured or after the distribution of the men had been matk 
and without questioning them again. 

. This point may appear a technical detail, but its importance was well explain^ 
in the preamble of the regulation® I arm referring to in the following words: , . . . ■' it/ 
(the traffic in labourer©) “ force® the labourers to work in plantations, factories, :u^ 
houses, i ftr an individual, for wliich or with whom they were not contracted, and 
wlueli or with whom they would, perhaps, have nut wished to contract ; it disgusts tbeK 
so much that they say they have been cheated, make® them unwilling to recontraSF 
and il make® them advise their relative® and friends and countrymen not to male* 
contracts m their turn, to avoid being the victims .if a similar swindle/' . . . , 

Jn your letter of the 14th instant you stated that not only mow but for sou# 
considerable time past contracts are and were only made after asking the native* 
jv hot her they wished to make a contract wit! i the employer who presented them, ft# 
how' long and at what salary tJn-y wished to l*s cent meted, and that the contract is on!) 
made when both parties agree. I regret that as regard® the action taken by previous 
curaduis I cannot accept this statement us of universal application. The following 
considerarions have led me to differ from you on this question :— 

1. Ilia o\idem ice of the natives to the contrary with wliich I have, supplied vou, 

i. tin the 14th February Iasi f saw Litertan® Contracted in the curaaoria, Wlifit 
( he curador Saul was only traiisktei into English, and only the two headmen understood 
that language. The men only wished to make contract! for one year, saying that in 
Lin.rria they Lad been told i hat they were Coming for that time and that their people 
w -uld think something had happened to them if they stayed longer, The agent of the 
Aadwis Way trading Company (Limited) wished to contract them for fifteen months, 
mid he was supported by the Curador. After much hesitation out* of the two headmen 
said In- accepted and the consent of the rest was assumed. A few day® ago this 
headman came to complain tome that lie had finished his contract and was not allowed 
to return home. It appear® that he had come to Fonmndu Po about a year ago and 
wo® sent back to Liberia by hi® present employer® to bring more boys. Eh: thought he 
rtArl thou made a contract and that the time he was away recruiting counted. On the 
! ■; fi February he was, therefore, in Ids opinion, only arranging terms for the other men 


! therefore 
11 forced " to contract 

eil<1 Ti» the 231.1 instant, Mahamadu, a native of Nigeria. complaiiie.l ta me that be ^ 
made n contract for two years, battli.it that wee altered in hw book to four y«.r*,^ 
says that be, Hus® the wiitdimiu. in the German bouse, and W %r.^ / 

ikhemadu, were taken frem Nigeria under false pretences by 

of the lOth instant a® having brought here John, 
He says that when they were landed anc 

i tel il iknl WO!*# 


were taken from 
lueutioncd by mo in my letter to you 


4 boy now employed 1y Jeronimo Lope* He says that when they were umucu ano 
refused to lie contracted Yacama threatened tliem with the police and that they 


with a note on the 


forced to make contracts. 

As this man also complained ot being sick l sent him to y*>u 

2:k<1 Mob^ned a native of Nigeria, and Alikamara, a native of Sierra Leone, both alee 
eninloved by Messrs. E. H. Morita, presented themselves at the same time , then 
c „. -, i/ t h a t already mentioned aa made by Surikamara, tliat the locni is insufficient, 
KSSS time to took l and that the 1h™, inaater fl^tbem. 

1 have seen M. Kaae, and it dees not seem probabto to me that these men mil 
able to substantiate their complaints with regard to food. 

1 am* &c* 

ROBERT T SMALLBONPS. 


















